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"And when the history of these days 
comes to be written and the children of 
tomorrow read their nation's story, when 
time shall have dispelled all misconcep-
tions and the years shall have rendered 
their impartial verdict, one name will 
shine in golden splendor upon the page 
that is blackened with the tale of 
Europe's war, one name will represent 
the triumph of American principles over 
the hosts of darkness and of death. · 
That name will be the name of the great 
President who has made Democracy proud 
that he is a Democrat and made Americans 
proud that he is an American." 
Glynn--Nomination of Wilson 
st. Louis, 1916 
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CHAPTER I 
A LITERARY STATESMAN 
April 2, 1917. The situation in washington was tense. 
Two months before the United States had broken off all dip-
lomatic relations with Germany, and on February 26, the 
President had asked Congress for a declaration of armed 
neutrality. March 12 found armed guards on all American 
vessels sailing through the war zone. Towards the end of 
the month it was quite evident that a crisis was at hand. 
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And then the President of the United States officially called 
the Congress into special session to meet on April 2nd. What 
a spectacle was presented on that night when the two houses 
had effected their organization, and informed the President 
that they were ready to receive him! Secretary Redfield thus 
describes it: "The great chamber of the House of Representa-
tives was filled to overflowing. The entire Senate was 
present, with the Supreme court and the Cabinet. Close behind 
the latter were the diplomatic corps, and it so chanced that 
their dean, who was my honored friend, M. JUsserand, ambassa-
dor from France, was placed in a seat adjoining mine. The 
galleries were crowded with the ladies of the official fami-
lies. As we awaited the coming of the ¥resident, the air 
was tense with the feeling that a great event was about to 
happen, something so great that it might alter the face of 
the world. I recall the President's appearance .as he stood 
erect and began the reading of his message. His face was 
stern and his whole .demeanor was that of a man set to do a 
hard task because it was right, knowing all that his action 
involved." (1) 
The tall, erect figure of Wilson showed but little of 
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the emotion that the leader of the American people felt when 
\ he uttered those fatal words which would take the United 
states from her position of isolation and plunge her into the 
heart of the European struggle. But the statesman did not 
flinch when he saw his duty clearly set before him. Listen 
to him as he concludes that message which is to be one or the 
great treasures or world literature: 
"It is a distressing and oppressive duty, Gentlemen of 
the Congress, which I have performed in thus addressing you. 
There are, it may be, many months or fiery trial and sacri-
fice ahead of us. It is a fearful thing to lead this great 
peaceful people into war, into the most terrible and disas-
trous of all wars, civilization itself seeming to _be in the 
balance. But the right is more precious than peace, and we 
shall fight for the things which we have always carried near-
est our hearts,--for democracy, for the right of those who 
submit to authority to have a voice in their own Governments, 
for the rights and liberties of small nations, for a univer-
sal dominion or right by such a concert or free peoples as 
shall bring peace and safety to all nations and make the 
world itself at last free. To such a task we can dedicate 
our lives and our fortunes, everything that we are and every-
thing that we have, with the pride of those who know that 
(1) "Woodrow Wilson,. an Appreciation", W .c. Redfield, 
Review of Reviews, 75 (April, 1927) p. 371 
the day has come when America is privileged to spend her 
blood and her might for the principles that gave her birth 
and happiness, and the peace which she has treasured. God 
helping her, she can do no other." 
Is it possible that this is the peace-president who 
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said that there was such a thing as being "too proud to 
fight?" Is this the man who seven years before was a college 
president, supposedly sequestered in academic seclusion? Is 
this the writer whose books on the science of government have 
won the respect and admiration or American and foreign ·crit-
ics? Are we listening to the man who can converse with us 
in his easy fashion on such subjects as "on Being Human11 and 
"When a Man Comes to Himself"? Yes, this leader whose ringing 
message has thrilled the world is all or these, and he is to 
be more. He is to be heralded at the end of the war as the 
saviour of mankind. His fame is to be such that a writer will 
say that the Wilson name and the Wilson creed have found 
lodgment in a greater number of human minds throughout all 
the world today than any other name or platform except those 
of Jesus and Mohammed. (1} 
This is the interesting person whose literary achieve-
ments are to be the subject of this paper. It will be noted 
immediately that we are avoiding the controvers1a~ e~ement 
in Wilson. We shall not enter into any detailed discussion 
of his statesmanship either to defend or to attack it. Most 
of the articles concerning Mr. Wilson are devoted either in 
(1) 11 Why Woodrow Wilson Belongs to the Ages", Literary Digest 
80 (February 16, 1924} p. ? 
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whole or in part to an expression of individual opinion of 
Mr. Wilson's theories, particularly those centering around 
the treaty of peace and the League of Nations. But we are 
not interested in the question of whether or not his fame is 
to depend upon the success of the League of Nations. We are 
to consider him as a "man of letters." This may seem an easy 
task if one is very strict in limiting the application of the 
term "letters." But we desire to use the word in a larger 
signification. Since many of Wilson's works which treat of 
the functions of government might be considered merely scien-
tific, and not literary at all, we may note the distinction 
Newman makes in his "Essay on Literature." He says, "Science, 
then, has to do with things, literature with thoughts; science 
is universal, literature is personal; science uses words 
merely as symbols, but literature uses language in its full 
compass, as including phraseology, idiom, style, composition, 
rhythm, eloquence, and whatever properties are included in 
it." I, then, would have the reader bear in mind that, al-
though much of Wilson's writing is seemingly scientific in 
scope and treatment, there is still running through it a vein 
of the author's personality which makes commonplace facts of 
history and government interesting and vivid. Again with 
Newman I declare, "Literature, then, is of a personal charac-
ter; it consists in the enunciations and teachings of those 
who have a right to speak as representatives of their kind, 
and in whose words their bretheren find an interpretation of 
their own sentiments, a record of their own experience, and 
a suggestion for their judgments.n I shall, therefore, in 
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this discussion show how this great President, who directed 
the destinies of our country during the greatest war of all 
history in his writings and speeches manifested that quality 
which we term "literary. 11 I intend to treat all of his im-
portant works, and to estimate their abiding worth as liter-
ature. Then when we have had a view of woodrow Wilson in the 
various displays of his genius, I shall . attempt a literary 
analysis of his style, and try to assign him a place in Amer-
ican letters. I would have the reader bear in mind that 
inasmuch as Woodrow Wilson's work is so voluminous--the 
public Papers apart from the books he wrote comprise over 
3000 pages and do not include everything that he wrote--it 
will not be possible to consider everything that he wrote or 
spoke. We must limit our study to his books and his signifi-
cant papers and speeches. our intent is to be expansive, 
rather than intensive and exhaustive. We are endeavoring to 
present a full-length portrait of Wilson, the writer and 
speaker. In doing that we are not making any attempt to ele-
vate him to a place of literary pre-eminence because of some 
newly-discovered work. It is to be remembered that in the 
entirety of this discussion, we are analyzing and cons.idering 
only those works of Wilson which are significant. In doing 
this we shall.arbitrarily divide his output into six classes: 
criticism of statesmen, criticism of government, history, 
literary essays, educational papers, and political speeches. 
But before we consider Wilson the writer we must know some-
thing of Wilson the man. An interesting study awaits us. 
CHAPTER II 9 
WILSON THE MAN 
When we consider our war President, 1 think that we are 
very much interested in the fact that he was not a descendant 
of the Pilgrim fathers, nor of the men who fought in our 
Revolution. He came of a family which was practically new 
to America. On his father's side he was of the Irish race, 
and on his mother's side he could trace his scotch ancestry 
back to the time of the Druids. His paternal grandfather 
James Wilson had emigrated from Londonderry, Ireland, and in 
~hiladelphia on November 1, 1808 had married a ship-mate, 
Ann Adams, also from the north of Ireland, probably County 
Antrim. His grandmother was always remembered for her stern, 
unyielding temperament and it is recalled that even on her 
death-bed she refused to send for a daughter whom she had 
disowned. James and Ann Adams had ten children, among them 
Joseph Ruggles Wilson, the father of the President, born in 
1822. James Wilson was a printer and found many opportuni-
ties to exercise his talents and enthusiasm during the troubled 
days following the war of 1812. In 1815 with his family he 
moved West to steubenville, Ohio, a few miles from the Pennsyl-
vania border. There Joseph Ruggles Wilson was born in 1822. 
The youth learned printing in his father's office, and having 
shown a liking for study, he was sent to Jefferson College 
(later washington and Jefferson College) at Cannonsville, 
pennsylvania. In appearance he was tall and handsome and his 
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eyes blazed with joy and enthusiasm. In 1844 he graduated 
from Jefferson College as the valedictorian of his class. A 
year of teaching at Mercer, Pennsylvania followed, and then 
the young man attended Western Theological Seminary at Alle-
ghany and later Princeton, the educational center of Presby-
terianism. While waiting for a license and opportunity to 
preach he taught two years in the "Male Academy1' of Steuben-
ville. But Steubenville also had a "Female Academy" and one 
of the pupils was a charming Scotch girl, a daughter of a 
Presbyterian minister. Her name was Janet Woodrow. We are 
told that her first sight of Joseph R. Wilson was of him 
raking the yard with gloves on his hands. The gloves took 
her eye, and the young man took her heart, and so Ln June, 
1849 Joseph Ruggles Wilson and Janet Woodrow were married. 
We must say a few words about the Woodrows. The Reverend 
Thomas Woodrow, father of Janet, was the Presbyterian minister 
of Chillicothe, Ohio, and had been minister in the little 
church in Carlisle England, near the Scotch border, which his 
grandson later, as the recognized leader of the world, was 
to visit and venerate. This stock of which the President was 
to spring was Presbyterian stock. It was that of the Coven-
anters as we are to have emphasized in the struggle for the 
covenant of the League of Nations. It gave to the future 
statesman firmness, strength, determination, and perhaps · 
stubborness. It made him fight unflinchingly for what he 
considered right no matter how strong the opposition. It 
gave him a firm . religious sense, and an abiding trust in God. 
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It made him link those who opposed him with their doctrines, 
and not being able to understand their doctrines, he failed 
to understand the men, and hated them. This strain in the 
Wilson blood will explain many of the later actions, for 
after all, it seems to have given him his pride, "a single-
track mind1! if it did not give him a "first-class mind." 
Joseph Ruggles Wilson was a versatile man. He was a 
printer, preacher, professor of rhetoric at Jefferson College 
at one time, and later teacher of "chemistry and natural 
science" at Hampden Sidney College in Virginia. But his 
greatest liking was for preaching. The first pastorate he 
accepted was at Staunton, Virginia, and in 1855 he moved his 
family there. To the people of the town he was a very pleas-
ant and agreeable parson with splendid social powers and many 
means of attraction. His family had already been enriched 
by the presence of two baby daughters, and on December 28, 1856 
Janet woodrow Wilson presented to her husband their first son, 
who was named Thomas woodrow Wilson. 
Inasmuch as from now on, we must limit our study to 
this new Wilson baby, we ought to say a few words about 
Mrs. Wilson and her brother James Woodrow who influenced the 
young boy a great deal. Joseph R. Wilson's part in his son's 
life will be seen all the way through and will be mentioned 
particularly in our discussion of the early influences. 
Mrs. Janet woodrow Wilson was a reserved woman, with a 
quiet but forceful dignity. She was a skilled musician, but 
she was diffident about playing her favorite instrument, the 
piano, before strangers. She was not of the assertive type 
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to attempt dominance outside the home, but she was mistress 
within, and to the best of a woman's powers she trained the 
children in her strong, ardent religious faith, made them 
obedient and mannerly and cultivated a pleasant home for her 
husband and her children. 
James Woodrow, her brother, was born in carlisle, England, 
graduated from Jefferson College, attended Harvard, and re-
ceived his master's degree and his doctor's "summa cum laude" 
from Heidelburg university. At the beginning of the Civil 
war he turned aside from his professorial duties at Oglethorpe 
university to become chief of a laboratory in the medical 
corps of the Confederacy. Later he became a printer, and 
then turned to a teaching position in the state college of 
south Carolina. He was an ardent but progressive Presbyterian. 
His advocacy of evolution brought him into church difficulties. 
He was tried for heresy, and lost his position as teacher in 
the theological school. "Who's Whott of 1906-190'7 names him 
as associate of Victoria Institute, London; of Iis at Dresden, 
saxony; of the Scientific Association of Germany; of the 
scientific Association of Switzerland; fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, and of the Inter-
national Congress of Geologists. Of co~rse we are very much 
interested in the intellectual berit of the woodrow mind, but 
our attention is particularly focused on the Reverent James 
woodrow's fight for evolution, which is a foreshadowing of 
his nephew's struggle for the League of Nations. James 
woodrow might have compromised to win votes. He might have 
endeavored to make his propositions more pleasing. He might 
\ 
\ 
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have tried the force of personal appeal. But he did not 
choose to stoop. He worked alone without friend or adviser~ 
and he fought to the end, even though it brought failure. 
There was no compromise in the Woodrow blood. It was the 
blood of the Covenanters. (1) How well Thomas Woodrow 
Wilson was later to show it ! 
I have dwelt somewhat at length on the future president's 
family because as the reader may note many of the character-
istics later to be found_in the statesman bear resemblance to 
those to be found in the close relatives. 
When Thomas Woodrow, the Wilson baby, was two years old 
the family moved to Augusta, Georgia, where Mr. Wilson be-
came pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. Thus the early 
childhood of Wilson was spent in the Southland. (He had, to 
lead him in the paths of virtue, two adoring parents and two 
older sisters.) But soon the South was to be in the thralls 
of war, and one of Wilson's earliest recollections is as he 
says "of standing at my father's gateway in A~usta, Georgia, 
when I was four years old, and hearing some one pass and say 
that Mr. Lincoln was elected and there was to be war. (2) 
But the war itself even in its hardships could not make a 
child forgetful of his youth. Young Thomas romped and played 
with all the vivacity of childhood. We are told that he was 
an active little fellow. It was a peculiarity that he was 
(1) In this treatment of the Wilson and Woodrow families I 
am following Chapter I of William Allen White's "Woodrow 
Wilson, the Man, his Times, and his Task" (Houghton, 
Mifflin Co. 1924) which I consider the finest and most 
readable biography of Wilson. 
(2) Baker-Dodd "Public Papers of Woodrow Wilson", Vol. II p. 83 
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always running; he seemed incapable of proceeding from point 
to point otherwise. He can scarcely be said to have walked 
until he was fourteen or fifteen years of age.{l) The youth 
was also showing that be was as active mentally as he was 
physically. His ingenuity gave "a constitution and by-lawsn 
to "the Lightfoots11 , his baseball team, and he seems to have 
been successful in attaining leadership among his young 
friends even though he was considered nervous and temperamen-
tal. At home his education consisted principally at first in 
listening to his father read the classic novels until the 
youth lived with David Copperfield and the knights of the 
scottish border as his heroes. But what seems strange to us 
is that Tommy {remember he was never plain 11 Tom" ) was not 
taught his alphabet until he was nine years old.( 2 ) When he 
reached his thirteenth year he entered a private school con-
ducted by a Mr. J. T. Derry. Of his life there we are inter-
ested only in the fact that General Lee, one of Wilson's 
heroes, was to visit Augusta in May, 1870 and the youth was 
to gain from him quiet inspiration. From 1870 to 1874 the 
Wilson family lived in Columbia, Georgia, where Mr. Wilson 
became professor in the Theological Seminary. These were 
quiet years in the boy's life, but they showed his intellec-
tual desires and his great capacity for winning the admiration 
of the fair sex. But a collegiate career was calling the 
young man, and so he spent part of his sixteenth year at 
Davidson College. There we know that he was a fair student 
(1) William B. Hale, "Woodrow Wilson, the Story of his Lifen 
page 31. 
(2) Ibid, page 37. 
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but we are more interested in this statement or Hale's: 
"However he played baseball for a while on the college nine 
and had the pleasure of hearing the captain say: 'Wilson, 
you would make a dandy player if you were not so damn 
lazy.'" (1) Hale adds: "He was a great walker and at times 
seemed to like to be alone, walking the country about appar-
ently wrapped in thought. Still he was, as a rule, a very 
social animal, and a great talker in congenial company." But 
the young man's ill-health prevented his completion of the 
school year, and he returned home to spend a year studying 
Greek. The family had moved to Wilmington, North Carolina 
in 18'74, and it was from there in 18'75 at the age of eighteen 
Tommy Wilson went to Princeton, where his father had once 
studied. 
Princeton presents to us a new Wilson. I t was sometimes 
facetiously remarked that the youth, immediately upon arriving 
at the college had rushed to the library, read the "Gentle-
man's ·Magazine" and turned to the pages occupied by "Men and 
Manners in Parliament" written by nthe member for the Chiltern 
Hundreds." Thus we are told did this student find his likings 
for English political history, and these early readings Mr. 
Wilson later said really made public life the purpose of his 
existence, and determined the east of his political 1deas.< 2 J 
He began to investigate the methods of democratic government 
and the comparative merits of open parliamentary and private 
(1) William B. Hale, op. cit. p. 49 
(2) Ibid. p. 61 and 63 
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committee government, and these became themes around which 
his mind revolved for many years.(l) In considering Wilson 
as an undergraduate I shall summarize an article by c. L. 
Williams in "Current History". Wilson was an instinctive 
southern gentleman, fully conscious of his powers. Though 
he roomed alone, most of the time in Witherspoon Hall, he was 
not a cold-blooded recluse. He had an able-bodied temper, 
but he did not often lose control of it. He did not drink 
liquor or use tobacco, and. though he was of a strong reli-
gious faith, he was not a moral pedant. He was self-respecting 
and polite, but would not "hob-nob" with everybody. Though 
he liked fun, he would not engage in pranks. His greatest 
fondness was for play of mind which was as exhilarating to 
him as play of body. His outstanding characteristic was in-
dependence, and his greatest passion was for reform--wherein 
he was an ardent crusader for what he thought was right. He 
was an extremely fine speaker, and the best debater in Whig 
Hall, but on one occasion when he was chosen by lot to argue 
against free trade, he refused to argue against his convic-
tions.(2) The youth was a member of the Glee Club, also, 
and he is best remembered as a singer at Princeton by the 
thrilling effect with which he usually achieved the high 
note near the end of "The star Spangled Banner." What a bit 
of Sophoclean irony there is when we realize that in 1919 he 
is to attempt the very highest note in his own version of 
(1) William B. Hale, op. cit. page 64 
(2) c. L. Williams, "Woodrow Wilson as an Undergraduate" 
Current History 31, (January, 1930) p. 698-702 
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"The star Spangled Banner." But these happy college years 
must soon end, and so in June, 1879 Thomas Woodrow Wilson 
received his degree of Bachelor of Arts with a class of 122 
in which he stands 41st, with an average over 90. 
Meanwhile this boy in whose mind a love of pure English 
had been cultivated by a loving father had not been idle in 
his literary pursuits and his study of the workings of govern-
ment. First we find that he analyzes the power and greatness 
of two famous statesmen. An article signed "Atticus" on 
"Prince Bismarck" was produced during his Sophomore year. 
This was followed by a prize essay on "William Earl Chatham." 
Then was to come the consummation of student scholarship, 
for the "International Review" in August 1879 published an 
arti.cle, "Cabinet Government in the United states" written 
by young Wilson while he was at Princeton. Note again the 
irony, for the editor of the "International Review" was 
Henry Cabot Lodge, and thus Lodge published the first article 
of the man whose principles he would one day cordially detest. 
But the youth had won a great honor, and he was not to rest 
contented. 
A course in law at the University of Virginia next 
-- lured the young Wilson, and he spent many pleasant months 
there, but did not take his degree. We are most interested 
in the facts that there he wrote two splend•d articles on 
".rolm Bright" and "Mr. Gladstone", and returned home without 
his boyhood name of Thomas. Wilson later said of these early 
essays, "I read them again recently and am chagrined to find 
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that my style hasn't improved since I wrote them." (1) In 
regard to the loss of the first name, many interesting ex-
planations have been given. One is that Wilson believed the 
number 13 propitious, and noticing that "Geo. Washington!! and 
"Woodrow Wilson" both contained 13 letters, decided to omit 
the Thomas. Well, at least we may note that there are many 
Thomas Wilsons, but there is only one woodrow Wilson ! 
Woodrow studied law at home for a while and then went 
south to Atlanta, Georgia, where in 1882-1883 he might have 
been consulted in his law office. But the point is he wasn't 
being consulted. However he was doing two important things. 
He was putting together material for a work on Congressional 
Government although he had never been within the Capitol at 
washington, and he was courting a charming young lady of true 
southern gentility and manner, Miss Ellen Louise Axson. 
Into both these enterprises he put all his heart. The second 
was the sooner to show results, and before long woodrow Wilson 
and Ellen Louise Axson were engaged. 
But as the older Mr. Wilson said, "The boy down in 
Atlanta isn't making his salt"(2 ) so the young man once more 
returned to his studies, this time attending the new Johns 
Hopkins university in Baltimore. Meanwhile his fiancee was 
studying art in New York City. The young man in Baltimore 
now specialized in his favorite subjects of law, politics and 
government, wrote an article "Committee or Cabinet Government", 
but left the university without taking his degree. However 
(1) w. A. White, op. cit. p. 85 
(2) Ibid. p. 91 
the steadying influence which he needed came into his life 
when in June 1885 he married Ellen Axson at her father's 
parsonage in savannah, Georgia. 
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Bryn Mawr College invited him to its staff, and there 
with his bride he set up his residence. So many of the fac-
ulty of Bryn Mawr were graduates of Johns Hopkins that it was 
frequently referred to ·as "Johanna Hopkins." Dr. Thomas, the 
president of the college, advised her young instructor to 
submit his book "Congressional Government" to Johns Hopkins 
university as his doctor's dissertation, and thus when the 
book is accepted, the youthful teacher becomes Doctor Wilson. 
But he does not seem to have impressed the intellectual young 
ladies overmuch with his lectures on history and political 
economy, and he himself seems. to have been sighing for a 
class of men, so in 1888 he accepted a position at Wesleyan 
university, where he became very popular with the students, 
and very prominent intellectually by his book reviews, 
especially that of Bryce's nThe American Commonwealth.n But 
the call Wilson was seeking finally came, and in 1890 the 
professor returned to his Alma Mater. 
We must emphasize the fact that this young man was al-
ready the author of two fine books. The first has been men-
tioned above. The second was a venture into an entirely new 
field, that of historical and practical politics. It is 
entitled "The state" and was published by D. c. Heath and 
company of Boston in 1889. So that the reader may have a 
clear idea of Wilson's intellectual output I shall place at 
the end of this chapter a list of all the books which Wilson 
~0 
wrote. This list will have all its items mutually exclusive, 
that is, nothing found in one book is to be found as such in 
another. 
Inasmuch as the special work of this paper is to consi-
der Wilson as a man of letters I must hurriedly pass over 
many of the Wilson activities which made him a great figure 
in our country and consider his life from now on with the 
special consideration of work in writing and speaking. I 
shall spend one chapter in a discussion of Wilson as an edu-
cator, so here I shall be allowed merely to re~er to his 
work. 
The young professor had been very much interested in 
history, particularly the history of America during the years 
preceding, accompanying and following the Civil war. He was 
to treat this particular period in the best of his historical 
works "Division and Reunion" which was first published in 1893. 
We are always very much interested in knowing what are 
a wife's ambitions for her husband, so it is with a peculiar 
delight that we learn that Mrs. Wilson had the desire to 
see her husband attain fame as a man of letters.(l) However 
success in the purely literary field seemed slow in meeting 
him. His discussions of politics and government as well as 
of civil war history had won immediate acceptance, but pub-
lishers were not so anxious to accept his literary-political 
essays. Nevertheless Charles scribner's sons in 1893 brought 
out a thin volume "An Old Master and Other Political Essays 11 
. . . ~ 
which showed that the Princeton professor was beginning to 
(1) R. s. Baker, "Woodrow Wilson, Life and Letters1' Vol.II p.lOO 
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color politics and economics with the personality of litera-
ture. But this ·volume was not a distinct success. Far 
better is the volume entitled "Mere Literature and Other 
Essays" which his old publishers, Houghton Mifflin, presented 
in 1896. In the same year Wilson attracted the attention of 
the country as a thinker and speaker of importance by his ad-
dress "Princeton in the Nation's Service" which was delivered 
at the Sesquicentenial celebration of. the founding of Prince-
ton college. He was still following his desire to express 
his views of statesmen, and many articles on Washington and 
his times appeared in Harper's Magazine. These were finally 
collected in a book and published under the title "George 
washington." We often think that we find there more of what 
Woodrow Wilson would have desired George Washington to be 
than we do of the real Father of our country. But we are to 
find that history is a source of great and lasting interest 
to this young writer, and as he tells us, in order to learn 
American history, he produced five large volumes of "A 
History of the American People" modeled upon Green's "A Short 
History of the English People". These were published in 1902, 
and then we find that the professorial days, the days of much 
leisure for long study and writing, are over. No more books 
will come from the Wilson pen, and yet perhaps the work for 
which we are to remember the man is yet to be done. 
Before we go further let us take a fleeting glance at 
the home life of this illustrious college professor. Wilson 
had as his wife Ellen Axson Wilson who was of the reserved, 
dignified type of Southern lady, more serious than her 
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husband, and more de.eply imbued with the Calvinistic ideals 
of religion and duty. She and Wilson had twenty-nine years 
of life together. They were very happy years. She was his 
delight and inspiration. In her there was no thought of 
self. Every desire was for husband and family. She could 
truthfully say that in many years she had spent far less on 
clothes than her husband had upon books. She gave to Wilson 
her full measure of devotion--perhaps, in the light of her 
husband's later inability to stand criticism and conflict, 
she gave too much of unquestioning devotion. The two were 
able to agree easily, and life was all harmony. We .are told 
that when Wilson would make a rather strange statement she 
would say, "Woodrow, you know you don 't think that 1 n and 
he would smile and say, "Madam, I was venturing to think that 
I thought that till I was corrected.'' ( 1 ) It was mutual love 
and esteem. Mrs. Wilson with her love of painting could 
teach her husband much or art, and Wilson could impress upon 
her his favorite authors and his notions of government. But 
the crowning joy of their life was to be found in their 
children, three girls;--Jessie, later the wife of Professor 
sayres of Harvard; Margaret, who remains unmarried; and 
Eleanor, now the wife of William G. McAdoo. It was a beauti-
ful household in which a man tired by the events of the day 
might seek rest and rejuvenation. Wilson sought and found 
both there. 
(1) quoted by w. A. White, op. cit. p. 127 
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In 1902 when Princeton endeavored to find a successor 
to President Patten it decided to give the honor and respon-
sibility to its distinguished young professor, Woodrow Wilson. 
The new executive began work immediately. He changed Prince-
ton from a country club to a university. The entrance re-
quirements were stiffened. The scholastic standing was 
raised, and the defaulters went their unhappy way homeward. 
New courses were instituted, and the tutorial system of in-
struction was established. All this cost money, and Wilson 
obtained it easily from the alumni. He was becoming a power-
ful force in American education. He was also known as one 
of the leading liberal thinkers of the day, and"Harper's 
Weekly" was recommending him for the presidency of the United 
states. His interest in the workings of government was still 
strong, and a group of lectures delivered at Columbia 
University was published in 1908 under the title, "Constitu-
tional Government in the United states." The same year his 
1907 baccalaureate address, "The Free Life" was published in 
very elaborate fashion. The president of Princeton was 
becoming successfully famous. But he was not to attain 
complete success in his undertakings. His attempt to abolish 
the clubs at Princeton and establish the quadrangle system by 
which all the students would eat in common and "gentlemen 
would have to associate with muckers" alienated many of the 
students, and most of the rich, sporting alumni who made these 
clubs their rendezvous when they came to Princeton for ath-
letic contests. And in addition to this antagonism Wilson 
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lost a contest with Andrew F. West, Dean of the Graduate 
School, over the location of the graduate school, its isola-
tion, and method of instruction. Money estimated in the 
millions came to further West's plans, and Wilson knew that 
the battle was over. What interests us most in this college 
struggle was that Grover Cleveland was a trustee opposed to 
Wilson, and that Wilson showed in this difficulty the same 
attitude which was to characterize his later battle for the 
League of Nations. He fought desperately for his ideas. The 
man who opposed his plans was his deadly enemy. He could not 
love the man, and detest his plans. He would clasp no friends 
to his bosom. He would give no quarter, nor would he seek 
compromise. It was full victory or utter defeat. Here it 
was defeat, but the principles for which Wilson strove, those 
of liberality and democracy in education were the principles 
which had carried the country under Roosevelt and had been 
submerged during the time of Taft. New Jersey particularly 
was looking for a liberal leader capable of leading her out 
of the wastes of bossism and corruption by the moneyed inter-
ests. To Wilson fell the task, and here he succeeded in his 
work. 
I cannot describe Wilson's political career. It has 
served as a subject for dozens of books. I must be brief. 
The •persona non grata" at Princeton was elected governor of 
New Jersey in 1910 for a two year term. His liberalism and 
self-reliance were at once apparent. He warred upon the 
bosses (who, thinking him a harmless cloistered academician, 
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had put him in office), destroyed the power of the great 
trusts, fostered legislation designed to protect the working-
man, and began to widen his horizon until it included all 
the United states. He spent much time outside of New Jersey, 
and spoke all over the country. A collection of these cam-
paign speeches collected by William B. Hale is published as 
"The New Freedom". 
The Democratic convention of 1912 after a long deadlock 
between Speaker Champ Clark and Governor woodrow Wilson 
nominated the latter and he when elected became the second 
Democratic president since the Civil. war. 
in the gift of the American people was his. 
The highest office 
But difficulty 
came almost immediately. Mexico caused a gr.eat deal of vexa-
tion, and then the messenger of Death entered his household, 
and on August 6, 1914 when the world was beginning its plunge 
into war, the partner of his greatness passed away. How 
much she had meant in the rise of Woodrow Wilson no one can 
say definitely, but in her self-effacing way she had done 
her work, and as her handiwork she left us our war-president, 
her love and pride. When we mention that Wilson was married 
sixteen months later on December 18, 1915 to Mrs. Edith 
Bolling Galt we must remember that Wilson was a tremendously 
uxorious man. He craved affection and love. He liked the 
society of women. He was partly a ladies' man. But can any 
man's man present any greater list of achievement than Wilson 
does for his presidency, when we find under his direction 
passage of the Underwood tariff, the Clayton anti-trust law, 
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the Fed·eral Reserve Act, the Workman's Compensation Act, the 
eight-hour Railway wage, and the Federal Child Labor Laws? 
But we shall longest remember Wilson as the President who 
first kept us out of foreign conflict and then guided us 
through the greatest war of history. We shall recall his 
trips to Europe in 1919, his attempt to effect a just treaty 
of peace, and his struggle for the covenant of the League or 
Nations. We know of the opposition aroused in the United 
States Senate, and we know of his defeat and the overwhelming 
overthrow of his party. But we recall that the man who col-
lapsed in September, 1920 fighting desperately for his coven-
ant was a descendant of the Covenanters and we admire him in 
his losing struggle. We watched him with interest in the 
closing years of his life, and when on Sunday, February 3, 1924 
his soul passed on, perhaps we realized that a great man had 
gone from us--that woodrow Wilson was dead. 
It seems almost a desecration that I have had to speed 
so quickly over years so full of life and action without 
precedent in world history, but my consideration of Wilson 
is not of the politician or statesman, but the man of letters 
and my treatment of Wilson the Man has kept that thought in 
mind. But before proceeding to a discussion of the works of 
this man of letters I think I should present a brief sketch 
of the man's character to follow upon the outline of his life. 
Gamaliel Bradford mentions a number of interesting 
points about Wilson in his book, "The ~uick and the Dead." 
Reference is made of what seemed to be Wilson's total lack 
27 
of geniality and common feeling. But Colonel House is quoted 
as saying, "When one gets access to him, there is no more 
charming man in all the world than Woodrow Wilson. I have 
never seen anyone who. did not leave his presence impressed. 
He could use this charm to enormous personal and public ad-
vantage if he would."(l) But Wilson did not seem to care 
to be a hail-fellow well-met. "Also there was something of 
' 
the intellectual's contempt for the ignorant prejudice and 
offhand bravado of the crowd •..•• He wanted to speak for the 
common crowd, but in private he frequently found it difficult 
to tolerate them."( 2 ) Most of us realize this and yet wonder 
why in Wilson's life there were so many broken friendships. 
we have already mentioned the antagonism aroused at Princeton. 
Mr. Bradford says, "The most striking element in this matter 
of Wilson's dealing with individuals is the long, profoundly 
tragic series of wrecked friendship that he left scattered 
behind him in his political career--West and Hibben at 
Princeton, Harvey, Garrison, Page, Lansing, and finally even 
the long-suffering Tumulty and Colonel House •..•• In every 
single case no doubt he had to choose between a principle and 
a friend, and the friend had to go."( 3 ) We shall recall as 
typical of Wilson his statement, "I would rather fail in a 
cause that I knew some day will triumph than to win in a 
cause that I knew someday will fail.n(4) 
{l) 
{2) 
(3) 
( 4) 
Gamaliel Bradford, "Brains Win and Lose" in "The Quick 
and the Dead" p. 62 
Ibid. p. 70 
Ibid. p. 72 
Ibid. quoted on p. 78 
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But lest all this make us believe that Wilson was un-
human, we must turn to the other side of the picture. Wilson 
loved fun; he always enjoyed honest laughter. When his face 
was criticized for its lack of beauty he declared: 
11 As a beauty I am not a star; 
There are others more handsome by far. 
But my face--r don't mind it 
For I am behind it. 
The people in front get the jar.n(l) 
He really did have a sense of humor, and he had special 
powers of mimicking the characteristics of other people (but 
only in the midst of the family circle), and of narrating 
dramatically whatever he had seen or heard.(2) He was of 
course a great reader, and sought to cultivate his "single-
track", but "first-class" mind. But he was not a recluse, 
nor an unpractical idealist. He could act and make decisions 
quickly and permanently. He had some of the characteristics 
of an active man. He was fond of outdoor exercise especially 
bicycling and golf. (On one occasion he scandalized the 
people of a Presbyterian church in Scotland by appearing for 
Divine service clad in knickers.} He was abstemious in his 
habits, and neither. . drank liquor nor smoked. He was a good 
sleeper and usually took nine hours of rest. 
But our conception of Wilson as an active man with a 
sense of humor seeking to cultivate high ideals and losing 
many friends in the process is not complete. We must remem-
ber that he was strong and ardent in his principles and that 
he fought every battle to its conclusion. He never cultivated 
( 1) Henry Jones Ford, "Woodrow Wilson, the Man and his Work" 
p. 280 
(2) Ibid. p. 283 
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friendships that they might help him to win his battle. He 
preferred to seem austere. He abolished the inauguration 
ball, and rarely entered any private home while in Washington. 
Perhaps after all he was a figure to be worshipped from afar. 
Perhaps we can agree with an Englishman's statement in 1914, 
"He is the most masterful figure American politics has known, 
as determined as Jackson, but with the persuasion and tact 
that were foreign to Jackson's nature ••••• Among the men to 
whom the White House is a background there is no more inter-
eating study, none with nature more perplexing, none whose 
future more defies prediction. Time will deliver the ver-
dict.n(l) Some day it will, but the day is not yet at hand. 
However most of us will agree with this summary of Wilson's 
final statesmanship: "Had he been able to eliminate the per-
sonal element from his calculations; could he have corrected 
or modified his own judgment by the experience and judgment 
of men of the first class; had advice stimulated considera-
tion, and dissent, reconsideration, instead of anger and 
contempt, woodrow Wilson might have left behind him a name 
such as no statesman in history has ever achieved. •• <2 } But 
even though Wilson failed in his mission, we can admire him 
and see how the blood of his Scotch ancestors must have 
swelled up within him as he fought religiously for his Coven-
ant, and how the vigor and pride of his Irish forbears must 
have been magnified when they saw this man of letters, a 
literary statesman, appear before the world as the greatest 
(1) A. M. Low, "Englishman's Review of President Wilson's 
First Year", Century Magazine, 88 (May, 1914) p. 32 
(2) R. E. Annin, "Woodrow Wilson, a Character Studyn, p. 3'72 
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man of his time. 
This is the Woodrow Wilson, writer, educator and orator 
whom we are to study. We know that his work will be as im-
pressive as his life. 
For the convenience of the reader a chronological list 
of the Wilson books is placed here. The full bibliographi-
cal details will be found in appendix A. 
1885 Congressional Government 
1889 The State 
1893 Division and Reunion 
1893 An Old Master and Other Political Essays 
1896 Mere Literature and Other Essays 
189? George Washington 
1902 A History of the American People (5 vol.) 
1908 The Free Life 
1908 Constitutional Government in the United States 
1913 The New Freedom 
1915 When a Man Comes to Himself 
1916 On Being Human 
1925 Public Papers. 2 vol. College and State 
1926 Public Papers. 2 vol. The New Democracy 
192? Public Papers. 2 vol. war and Peace 
Note: Princeton University Library publishes separately 
~e booklets which give a complete bibliography of all 
Wilson's writing and speaking from 18?5 to 1921. These 
bibliographies may also be found revised and made as com-
plete as possible at the end of each two volumes of the 
Public Papers. 
CHAPTER III 
EARLY INTERESTS, INFLUENCES, AND WRITINGS 
Works to 
18'7'7 
18'78 
1880 
1880 
1893 
1896 
1896 
1909 
1909 
Criticism of statesmen 
be considered: 
Prince Bismarck 
William Earl Chatham 
John Bright 
Mr. Gladstone 
An Old Master, Adam Smith 
A Literary Politician, Walter Bagehot 
The Interpreter of English Liberty, 
Robert E. Lee 
Abraham Lincoln 
Edmund Burke 
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When a man has attained fame because of his splendid 
thought or his magnificent powers of expression, we delight 
in seeking the influences in his youth which gave him the 
inspiration and the power to think and write as he does. 
In the case of Wilson it is not very difficult to trace the 
influences and note how the early interests were carried 
through life. 
woodrow Wilson owed a great deal of his power of ex-
pression to the training given him by his father. Ida M. 
Tarbell quotes him as saying of his father, "He was a man of 
great intellectual energy. My best training came from him. 
He was intolerant of vagueness, and from the time I began to 
write until his death in 1903, w~en he was eighty-one years 
old, I carried everything I wrote to him. He would make me 
read it aloud, which was always painful to me. Every now 
and then he would stop me. 'What do you mean by that?' I 
would tell him, and, of course, in doing so would express 
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myself more simply than I had on paper. 'Why didn't you say 
so?' he would go on. 'Don't shoot at your meaning with bird 
shot and hit the whole countryside; shoot with a rifle at the 
thing you have to say.,u(l) Thus Wilson was early being 
trained in a precision in language which was to be a charac-
teristic of his style. It has already been mentioned that 
the older Mr. Wilson was for a long time his son's only 
instructor, and we cannot help "wondering with a gread admi-
ration" how alone he could have developed such appreciation 
of the vocabul.ary and structure of the English language and 
mastery of its facilities. We must doff our hats to Joseph 
R. Wilson. 
It was at Princeton that external influences were to 
bear upon the young student. Of course we hardly believe 
that the youth immediately upon arrival rushed into the 
library and began intensive study. But we do know that he · 
began to cultivate acquaintance with the masters of English 
political thought and English literary expression. Professor 
Bliss Perry tells us, "Foremost among his instructors in 
thought and style stands Burke, whose influence may be per-
ceived upon almost every page of Mr. Wilson 1 s books, as in 
nearly every paragraph of his addresses. Next comes Walter 
Bagehot< 2 > ....... Augustine Birell had a hand in the business, 
too; and Lamb and wordsworth and Boswell's "Johnson." The 
intellectual influences that have really counted in Woodrow 
(1) 
(2) 
Current Opinion, 61 (December, 1916) p. 384 quoting an 
article in "Collier's" by Ida M. Tarbell 
For the life and work of Bagehot consult "A Literary 
Politician" in Wilson's "Mere Literature" p. 69-103. 
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Wilson's development are almost purely English and American •.• 
His reading aside from the technical treatises on law, govern-
ment, and politics which have been incidental to his profes-
sional work, has been well within the limits of the •gentle-
man's library. 1 But it has been a thoughtful, brooding, vital 
kind of reading.n(l) Wilson was very early cultivating a 
single-track mind, but very many extra-fare trains were to go 
over that track. 
What interests us most in this early influence on Wilson 
is the fact that the young man seemed to know exactly what 
subject he wished to study and on that he concentrated. 
Gamaliel Bradford thus speaks of his later life, and we see 
how the youth remained unchanged: "He by no means kept up 
with the modern movement of political economy. His acquain-
tance with history in no way approached the broad familiarity 
with different epochs and nations which is so noticeable in 
Roosevelt. Only in the detailed analysis of the working of 
government was Wilson thoroughly and minutely at home. This 
was his natural field."( 2 } We shall see in the next chapter 
how quickly Wilson's early studies in that field bore fruit, 
- - - -
and how important is his peculiar work. Bradford returns to 
a consideration of the mind which did the work and says, "His 
intellect was not profoundly penetrative or creative. Nor 
did he have what I call the passion of thought •..•• What did 
- -·- -- - .. ·-
characterize him as a creature of brains was an enormous and 
constant intellectual activity." (3 ) 
{1) Bliss Perry, "Wilson as a Man of Letters" Century 85 
{March, 1913) p. 754 
(2) Gamaiiel Bradford, op. cit. p. 54 
(3) .Ibid. p. 55 
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We have of course emphasized that this young man with 
an active intellect which knew how to concentrate and how to 
express itself in the first years of college life sought out 
his field of specialization and made himself a master there. 
We must remember that woodrow Wilson's first and primary 
interest, always and everywhere was in affairs, in government, 
in politics. He was always intending to write when he could 
secure leisure in his later days a No~um Organon of Polities, 
"The Philosophy of Polities" which is constantly referred to 
in his letters as "P.o.P." But we must not imagine that 
Wilson had no other interests except the frequently-quoted 
writings of Bagehot and Burke, and the speeches in Parlia-
ment. Wilson was an energetic student of government, but he 
also had purely literary interests. 
woodrow Wilson's favorite poet was Wordsworth and his 
favorite poem was "The Happy warrior." I shall quote some 
of .it to show how much of it applies to the career of this 
student of men and laws. 
"Who is the happy warrior? Who is he 
That every man in arms should wish to be? 
It is the generous Spirit, who, when brought 
Among the tasks · of real life, hath wrought 
Upon the plan that pleased his boyish thoughts •.. 
Who, if he rise to ·statiori or comniand, 
Rises by open means; and there will stand 
on honorable terms, or else retire, -
And in himself -possess his own desire; · 
Who comprehends his trust, and to -the same 
Keeps faithful with a singleness of aim; •.• 
Who, if he be called upon to face - · ·· 
some awful moment to which Heaven has joined 
Great issues, good or bad for hftman kind, _ 
Is happy as a lover; and attired · - ·· · 
With sudden brightness~ like a man inspired; 
And, through the heat of conflict keeps the law 
In calmness made, and sees what he foresaw· 
Or if an unexpected call succeed, ' 
Come when it will, is equal to the need: •.• 
Who whether praise of him must walk the earth 
For ever, and to noble deeds give birth, 
Or he must fall to sleep without his fame, 
And leave a dead unprofitable name, 
Finds comfort in himself and ih his cause; 
And while the mortal mist is gathering, ·· draws 
His breath in confidence of Heaven's applause: 
This is the happy Warrior; this is he · 
Whom every man in arms should wish to be." 
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This favorite poem would be a fitting epitaph for Wilson, 
for it states beautifully many of his ideals and the diffi-
culties in the way of their fulfilment. 
Now that we have considered the early interests and 
influences of Wilson, we must now turn to a consideration of 
his writings. As has been mentioned already, a classification 
of his writings must be arbitrary. But it will aid us to 
group his writings and then treat each group chronologically. 
. -
Inasmuch as Wilson's first writings are critiques of states-
men we shall consider them here, and then discuss writings 
and speeches of significance in this type as they were deliv-
ered later. The reader has no doubt, noticed our practice 
of placing a list of the works to be treated at the beginning 
of each chapter. 
In the "Nassau Literary Magazinen of November, 1877 th~re 
appeared an article "Prince Bismarckn by Atticus, a pen name 
of a sophomore at Princeton, Thomas w. Wilson. This essay is 
remarkable for its insight into German character especially 
that of Bismarck and for its use of history as background and 
comparison. The thought is clear and forceful. The order is 
c 
clima_tic, and of course, Burke is quoted. Let us look at 
r, 
the first paragraph. While it really is "sophomoric" and 
shows labored periods and studied choice or words, yet it 
hints true depth of thought and power of language. 
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"Few centuries seem to have been more fruitful in crises, 
in revolutions and counter-revolutions, in the establishment, 
convulsion, and overthi'ow of empires and kingdoms than our 
own. - From the period upon the teeming- pages of -whose history 
falls the glitter of the first - and great Napoleon's sword t<> 
that which witnessed the sudden downfall- of the third Napoleon, 
innovation and revolution have been the rule- rather than the 
exception in Europe ••.• With the -appearance of -Bismarck uporf 
the political stage began the rule of a new line of statesmen. 
stern TiJ:lle had superseded Thiers. Upon his will had hung the 
destinies of France. He had seen his country at the zenith 
or her glory; he lived to see her in deepest degradation at 
the feet of Bismarck. He lingered only long enough to see 
his country once more recover some of her- wonted energy and 
then reluctantly made way for a younger generation of states-
men."(!) 
This first paragraph in Wilson's public papers shows us 
that Wilson is deeply interested in government and the men 
who manage it, in history and its great men, and in the art 
which gives man the power to discuss man and government in 
history. We have here the making of literature. 
The next year the college magazine published a prize 
essay on "William Earl Chathamn by Thomas w. Wilson. This 
is a splendid appreciation of Pitt and showed the youth's 
ability to understand great men and the times in which they 
lived. But what is most interesting is what might be termed 
"foreshadowing." Notice how much of this magnificently 
balanced period will apply to Wilson, the statesman: "He 
- -
was in everything enthusiastically earnest, and his age 
(1) Public Papers, Vol. I p. 1 
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laughed at earnestness; •... he had eager, burning beliefs and 
was actuated by a warm love for principle, and his age de-
lighted in doubtings and questionings, was guided by no 
principle save that of expediency; he was used constantly 
and confidently to appeal to the higher, brighter, purer 
instincts of human nature, and his age doubted the existence 
of any such instincts, nay, even argued from its own experi-
ence that all human nature was low and pulseless. He stood, 
in fact, almost alone--above the masses who, from sheer ad-
miration, supported him, and in t~eir enthusiasm idol1,zed him; 
separated by all his tastes and sympathies from those classes 
of society with which he was naturally thrown by virtue of 
his high public station.n(l} Wilson saw deeply into the char-
acter of the statesman, and he expressed the conception in 
splendid form. He attained the full development of his style 
early in life, and he never wrote better. In later years he 
would not be so much dependent upon other men's thoughts--
he would quote but rarely. Then he would have world-inspiring 
thoughts, but had the youth at Princeton had those thoughts, 
he could have given them marvelous expression. 
As an example of the early Wilson power of expression I 
shall quote this passage from the oratio~ on John Bright 
delivered at the University of Virginia in 1880. In refer-
ence to Bright's style it says: 
"It has none of the superb i!Jlagery or the sublime pleni-
tude of Burke's gorgeous rhetoric; it has none of the pithy 
passion ·and "pregnant brevityn of Chatham's oratorical sword-
thrusts; it has none of the smiling smoothness of Canning's 
(1) Public Papers, Vol. I, p. 12-13 
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bright sentences. But it has the Saxon bone and sinew. It 
is lithe and muscular. It is straightforward and natural; 
but not rugged. It is scholarly, but never pedantic. His 
refined taste and natural good sense put him above the silly 
affectation of mere rhetorical glitter. - He has escaped that 
error which so many have allowed to possess them--the error 
of confounding sound with sense, of reckoning eloquence by 
the number of syllables. His sentences have the easy, spon-
taneous flow of conversation; yet they follow each other in 
close connection, hastening the progres~ Qf the thought and 
clearing the way for the apprehension." {1 J . 
The oration on Bright is particularly interesting in 
connection with Wilson's beliefs on Free Trade and his esti-
mate of England's actions during the Civil War. The charac-
ter sketch of Gladstone appearing in the University of 
Virginia Magazine in 1880 is another example of the young 
man's interest in English statesmen, their influence on 
government, their character, and their powers of oratory. 
Cobden, Bright, and Gladstone ~orm an admired triumvirate to 
the young boy. 
In 1893 Wilson published a sketch of Adam Smith under 
the title, "An Old Master." This will hardly be ranked among 
the great Wilson papers. It is inferior to those on Bright 
and Gladstone. Frequent quotations encumber it. The phrase-
ology is that of the economist rather than the litterateur. 
In Adam Smith's life there is little to interest us,--in 
fact little is known about it. We may smile when we read, 
- -
"He is said to have been extremely unpractical in the manage-
. ··-· 
ment of his own affairs, and yet he fathered that science 
which tells how other people's affairs, how the world's 
affairs, are managed; he is known to have been shy and silent, 
(1) Public Papers, Vol. I, p. 51 
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and yet he was the most acceptable lecturer of his univer-
sity.n(l) But Mr. Bagehot and Mr. Buckle spend more time 
with us than does Mr. Wilson or Mr. Smith and we remain unim-
pressed. 
we return to our former interest when we read the bio-
graphical criticism in "Mere Literaturen (1896). The fourth 
essay is "A Literary Politician" and here at least Mr. Bagehot 
is fully welcome. We are informed that he is the man who 
first clearly distinguished the facts of the English consti-
tution from its theory. (2 ) The description of his mother is 
one of the best bits of Wilson writing. "She had, besides 
beauty, a most lively and stimulating wit; such a mind as we 
most desire to see in a woman,--a mind that stirs without 
irritating you, that rouses but does not belabor, amuses and 
yet subtly instructs. She could preside over the young life 
of her son in such a way as at once to awaken his curiosity 
and set him in the way of satisfying it. She was brilliant 
company for a boy, and rewarding for a man."(3) (We wonder 
if' this is not a description of Mrs. Wilson.) After an out-
line of Bagehot•s career, Wilson says, "What delights us most 
in his literary essays is their broad practical sagacity, _ so 
uniquely married as it is with pure tas~e and the style of a 
rapid artist in words. What makes his fina~cial and politi-
cal w:ri tings whole and sound is the scope .. of his mind out-
side finance and politics, the validity _of his observation 
all around the circle of thought and af'fairs."( 4 ) The first 
(1) An Old Master, p. 20 
(2) Mere Literature, p. 74 
(3) Ibid., p. 78-79 
(4) Ibid., p. 82 
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part of this criticism can be applied to Wilson himself. The 
second part is not applicable to Wilson's single-track mind. 
As we go on from this point to the end of _the essay we see in 
the sketch of Bagehot's character and a criticism of his 
style that Wilson here is in the field of literature. He is 
coloring his thought with his own personality, he is realizing 
it vividly, and he is giving it full expression. 
The fifth essay in "Mere Literature" entitled "The 
Interpreter of English Liberty" gives us a splendid apprecia-
tion of Burke. One idol follows another. This essay is a 
long study of Burke's political doctrines as they were prac-
ticed. It has no purple patches. It is admirably conceived 
and executed. Emphasis is laid upon the powers of Burke's 
mind, and his power to see things as they should be. We are 
told "His great authority is over us rather than over the 
men of his own day.-tdl) A truly literary appreciation of one 
great man by another is afforded us. But we particularly 
wonder why Wilson now began to say, u 'Twas their form ••••• 
'Twas a flavor< 2 >--and that's the end on't"(3) "A whit"(4) 
is finding a favored place, and so we note a little quaint-
ness creeping into the style. But there will never be enough 
to distract attention. And we note that there is no quaint-
ness in the Wilson emphasis on the principle of Burke., "Duty 
demands and requires that what is right should not only be 
made known, but made prevalent; that what is evil should not 
(1) Mere Literature, p. 131 
(2) Ibid., p. 110 
(3) Ibid. ; p. 120 
(4) Ibid., p. 112 
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only be detected, but defeated.n(l) And there is decided 
strength in the statements, "Burke is not ,literary because 
he takes from books, but because he makes books, transmuting 
what he writes upon into literature .•.• He is a master in the 
use of the great style. Every sentence, too, is steeped in 
the colors of an extraordinary imagination. The movement 
takes your breath and quickens your pulses. The glow and 
power of the matter rejuvenate your faculties."< 2 > This criti-
cism or Burke can well be applied to Wilson's essay. It is 
a true piece of literature. 
In keeping now to our grouping we shall mention two 
addresses given in 1909 by Wilson when he was President of 
Princeton. The first concerns Robert E. Lee.(3) we recall 
Wilson's early admiration for this "celebrated American gen-
eral in the Confederate service." Lee is not merely a great 
man,--he is "noble" for his greatness was not spent upon his 
own interest.< 4 ) This address makes us realize the tremen-
dous service he gave to those to whom he considered it was 
due. We see also Wilson's breadth of vision and lack of 
prejudice against the North. We are reading a criticism of 
a great man, and it is one which excites our emotions of ad-
miration and reverence. This is a piece of literature. 
In regard to the address on "Abraham Lincoln: A Man of 
the people"(S) we still find the Wilson power of expression 
and the facility in illustration by old story or modern po-
litical difficulty, but we feel that Wilson can not understand 
(1) Mere Literature, p. 136 
(2) Ibid., p. 160 
(3) Public Papers, Vol. II, p. 64-82 
(4) Ibid., p. 70 
(5) Ibid., p. 83-101 
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Lincoln. Lincoln, of course, was never fully understood, but 
he had a genuine sympathy with his fellow men which was lack-
ing in Wilson. The oration was a splendid piece of ·work, 
but it does not ring true. 
To summarize the part of this chapter which concerned 
the work of Wilson I shall class as literature the early 
papers on "John Bright" and "Mr. Gladstone,n the essays, 
"A Literary Politician" and "The Interpreter of English 
Liberty" and also the address, "Robert E. Lee." All of these 
are worthy of remembrance for their thought and expression. 
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CHAPTER IV 
WILSON AS A CRITIC OF GOVERNMENT 
Cabinet Government in the United States 
Congressional Government 
The State: Elements of Historical and 
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Practical Politics 
Character of Democracy in the United states 
Government under the Constitution 
Constitutional -Government in the United states 
The Road away from Revolution 
In August, 1879 the young man who had just graduated 
from Princeton had the honor of seeing in the 1'International 
Review" of that month his article on "Cabinet Government in 
the United States" which he had written while a senior at the 
university. By a strange bit of irony the editor of the 
"International Review" was Henry Cabot Lodge, and thus the 
later leader of the Senate was the publisher of the future 
president's first extra-collegiate article. The work was 
extremely impressive particularly corning from a young man of 
22. The writer informs us, "Congress is a deliberative body 
in which there is little real deliberation; a legislature 
which legislates with no real discussion of its business .•• 
The most important, most powerful man in the government of 
the United States in time of peace is the Speaker or the 
House of Representatives."(!) He finds fault with Montes-
quieu's doctrine or the separation of the parts or government. 
His plan is Cabinet government by which the members or the 
cabinet are given seats in Congress with the privilege or the 
initiative in legislation and some · part or the unbounded 
(1) Public Papers, Vol. I, p. 21 
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privileges now commanded by the standing committees.(l) He 
claims that resignation upon defeat of the cabinet is the 
essence of responsible government. He argues strongly that 
debate is the essential function of a popular representative 
body. He seeks responsible, strong leaders with real prin-
ciples and policies to advocate. He protests that this is 
less centralization of power than is the autocratic committee 
system of government now in vogue. we, after reading this 
article, must admit that it is strongly written. It is sur-
prising from a college student. In the field of literary 
politics this assuredly deserves a place. 
During Wilson's university ~ys ~e had been prepar~~g a 
book on the same subject as was his first article, and in 
1885 Houghton, Mifflin Company published his "Congressional 
Government" and Johns Hopkins university accepted it as 
Wilson's doctorate dissertation. When now we think of Wilson 
as President of the United States, how strange it seems to 
see on the original title page, "Woodrow Wilson, Fellow in 
History, Johns Hopkins University." And are we not interes-
ted in the dedication: 
TO 
HIS FATHER 
THE PATIENT GUIDE OF HIS YOUTH 
THE GRACIOUS COMPANION OF HIS MANHOOD 
HIS BEST INSTRU~OR AND MOST LENIENT CRITIC 
THIS BOOK 
IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED 
BY 
THE AUTHOR 
(1) Public Papers, Vol. I, p. 25 
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R. s. Baker says in the introduction, "The book was thus 
a virile departure from the ordinary commentaries of that 
time in that the writer considered not how to strait-jacket 
life to fit a constitution, even though it bore the laurels 
of a great tradition, but how to make that constitution fit 
life as it was lived in America after a century of experience 
as a nation. He discusses the actual working of the checks 
and balances of our system, considers the fumbling mechanism 
of congressional committees, exhibits the futility of the 
executive in actual leadership, and makes a powerful plea 
for a better eo-ordination of governmental agencies and a 
greater unity of control. He applies the same tests of prac-
tical good sense to the public business that are applied to 
private business. Does the system work? Can it make a policy 
and adhere to it? Can responsibility for mismanagement be 
fixed? 
"To this day there exists, perhaps, no more suggestive 
or stimulating book upon the American governmental system ••• 
The book has had twenty-nine printings in America and has 
been translated into four foreign languages." 
This book with its discussions in turn of the House of 
Representatives, the Senate, and the Executive is the most 
important Wilson book. It can be admitted to the field of 
literature only in one of its minor branches. However it 
really does give to dullfacts of government .an .interest and 
a glow foreign to most treatises of such nature. Don't we 
appreciate the sophoclean irony in this sentence, "During 
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the single congressional session of 1868-9, for example, the 
treaty-marring power of the Senate was exerted in a way that 
made the comparative weakness of the executive very conspicu-
ous, and was ominous of very serious results.u?(l) 
It is to be noted that in this study I shall refer to 
every book that Wilson wrote, although some (such as the next) 
have no literary value. 
"The staten published in 1889 is essentially a text-book. 
It is interesting to us only in the fact that it was the first 
of its kind, and Wilson had no model of like scope and purpose 
by which to work. We may however be interested in the contents: 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
X 
XI 
XII 
XIII 
XIV 
XV 
XVI 
The probable origin of government 
The probable early development of government 
The governments of Greece and Rome 
Roman dominion and Roman law 
Teutonic polity and government during the Middle Ages 
The government of ~ranee 
The governments of Germany 
The governments of switzerland 
The dual monarchies: Austria-Hungary and sweden-Norway 
The government of England 
The government of the United states 
summary: Constitutional and Administrative Developments 
The nature and forms of government 
Law: Its nature and development 
The functions of government 
The ends or government 
This book, while it has no literary claims, is a popular 
text and the publishers say that a reprint of the book has 
been called for practically every year. 
In the volume "An Old Master and other Essaysn there are 
two significant criticisms of government in the United states. 
The second one on "Government under the Constitutionn interests 
us only as we see that Wilson is still thinking and writing 
(1) Congressional Government, p. 50 
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on his favorite subject--the working of the American machine 
of government. We are more impressed by the article on 
"Character of Democracy in the United States." 
This article is of course filled with quotations. It 
seems that sometimes Wilson considered that this was the proper 
method of constructing an essay. However here he is very 
interesting in his attempt to show us that there are certain 
democratic influences the world over, that not democracy, but 
constitutional government was founded in America, that this 
government in practice has changed its nature, and that we 
must meet our new problems of organization in the old spirit, 
but with new measures. This essay is the most interesting 
one in the volume. Of course the thought is deep and force-
ful, but the Wilson clarity and precision, and the facile use 
of illustration tend to make this worth-while. 
Wilson's last great contribution to the criticism of 
American government is the book, "Constitutional Government 
in the United States" published by the Columbia University 
Press in 1908. It is somewhat similar in content to Wilson's 
first book "Congressional Governmentn, only it considers the 
subject in larger relations. Its contents are: 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
What is Constitutional Government? 
The place of the United States in Constitutional 
· · · ·· Development 
The President of the United States 
The House of Representatives 
The senate 
The Courts 
The states and the Federal Government 
Party Goverrunent in the United States 
. . 
Developing the thesis that constitution~l government is 
a government conducted on the basis of a definite understanding 
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between those who administer it and those who obey it he 
gives us an elaborate account of the exact workings of each 
part of the American government. His depth of knowledge of 
this particular subject, his favorite one, is again shown, 
and in places the work is real literature as I shall mention 
in the chapter on Wilson's style. But I should not recommend 
this book to you as literature. It is, however, magnificent 
politics. 
In 1923 the Atlantic Monthly published Wilson's last 
magazine article, "The Road Away from Revolution." This is 
a very brief article, but it is pithy and forceful. It 
brings to the reader the thought of Wilson's contests in New 
Jersey politics. He tells us that the road that leads away 
from revolution is clearly marked. It is in the maintenance 
in every field of action of the highest and purest standards 
of justice and right dealing. Civilization can be saved only 
by our becoming permeated with the spirit of Christ and being 
made free and happy by the practices which spring o'ut of that 
spirit. This is true literature for here the soul of the au-
thor is communicating its deepest thoughts in a manner that 
is direct in expression and intensely emotional in manner, 
even though the emotion is of dignified restraint. 
In the criticism of government Wilson, as we have seen, 
does not strive for literary value, but literary power is at 
times to be noted. I believe that the book on "Congressional 
Government" must live with works of Gibbon, Burke, and Bagehot, 
and that his essays, "The Character of Democracy in the 
United States" and "The Road away from Revolutionn have dis-
tinct literary value. We shall inquire deeply into the 
Wilson literary characteristics in a later chapter. 
49 
1889 
1896 
CHAPTER V 
WILSON AS AN ESSAYIST 
Review of Bryce's ftThe American Commonwealth 
Mere Literature 
The Author Himself 
50 
1897 
1901 
On An Author's Choice of Company 
On Being Human (reprinted as a book in 1916) 
When a Man Comes to Himself (reprinted in 1915) 
In discussing woodrow Wilson as an essayist, we have 
somewhat limited the term "essay" so that it refers particu-
larly to a personal treatment of a subject apart fro~ history, 
government, or politics. The very first item mentioned, a 
book review, does consider a book on government, but it is 
in itself interesting for its literary style, and its posi-
tion in~ the beginning of Wilson's work. 
We have mentioned and emphasized that Wilson attained 
his first great success as a critic of government, that he 
concentrated on that field, and became a master of it. We 
have also noted that because of the teaching of his father 
he was very much interested in clear and forceful expression. 
Both his interest in government and his power of expression 
are shown in his excursion into the literary field of the 
book review. This is not his only work of this type, but it 
is the only one which considers a book well-known to us. 
In Wilson's review of "The American Commonwealth" (and 
by the way this review was written when he was teaching at 
Wesleyan College) he opens by giving his general impression 
of the book particularly as contrasted with de Tocqueville's 
"Democracy in America." Then after referring to its 
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inferiority to the French book in style, he states the wri-
ter's qualifications and gives concisely the content of each 
part, and explains what he considered the best parts. Then 
he mentions the defects particularly those in historical de-
velopment~ The very first paragraph illustrates Wilson's 
thought and expression; 
"This is a great work, worthy of heartiest praise. Its 
strength does not lie in its style, although that, while 
lacking distinction, is eminently straightforward and clear; 
nor yet altogether in its broad scope of weighty topics,--
a scope wide almost beyond precedent in such subjects, and 
rich in suggestion,--but chiefly in its method and in its 
point of view. Mr. Bryce does not treat the institutions of 
the United States as experiments in the application of theory, 
but as quite normal historical phenomena to be looked at, 
whether for purposes of criticism or merely for purposes of 
description, in the practical, everyday light of comparative 
politics. He seeks to put American institutions in their 
only instructive setting--that,namely, of comparative insti-
tutional history and life.n(l) 
I like especially the phrase, "Its strength does not lie 
in its style, although that, while lacking distinction, is 
eminently straightforward and clear." This could be well 
applied to Wilson's own review. However this review even 
though it does give us a hint of the author's personality, 
yet. does not give us enough of it to enjoy the means of 
expression apart from deep immersion in the thought. This 
review is splendid writing, but it is hardly literature. 
Wilson wrote only a few really literary essays, and these we 
shall now consider. The reader will remember that I excluded 
the papers in "An Old Master" from this grouping because of 
their preponderance of scientific appeal. 
In "Mere Literature" (1896) we find possibilities in 
(1) Public Papers, Vol. I, p. 159 
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Wilson for the creation of mere literature. Besides the 
title essay, those on "The Author Himself" and "On An Author's 
Choice of Company" are important. 
uMere Literature" is one of the finest things which 
Wilson ever wrote. "Mere Literature" means "nothing but 
literature;" it is the literature which is not an expression 
of form, but an expression of spirit. We are told of essen-
tial literature: 
"It is not merely that it quickens your thought and fills 
your imagination with the images that have illuminated the 
choicer minds or the race. It does indeed exercise the fac- · 
ulties in this wise, bringing them into the best atmosphere, 
and into the presence of the men of greatest charm and force; 
but it does a great deal more than that. It acquaints the 
mind by direct contact, with the forces which really govern 
and modify the world from generation to generation. There 
is more of a nation's politics to be got out or its poetry 
than out of all its systematic writers upon public affairs 
and constitutions. Epics are better mirrors or manners than 
chronicles; dramas oftentimes let you into the secrets or 
statutes; orations stirred by a deep energy of emotion or 
resolution; passionate pamphlets that survive their mission 
because of the direct action of their style along permanent 
lines or thought, contain more history than parliamentary 
journals. It is not knowledge that moves the world, but 
ideals, convictions, the opinions or fancies that have been 
held or followed; and whoever studies humanity ought to 
study it alive, practice the vivisection of reading litera-
ture, and acquaint himself with somethi~~ more than anatomies 
·which are no longer in use by spirits."{ ) 
Here we have the full power of Wilson, the man of 
letters. Here we find his belief that literature should 
bring us into contact with the forces which really govern 
and modify the world from generation to generation. We note 
the clarity of his thought, the precision of his distinctions , 
the poetic insight which realizes that not knowledge, but 
{1) "Mere Literature" p. 9-10 
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ideals move the world. This is not a matter-of-fact Wilson. 
This is a Wilson who would weave dreams that the world could 
be led by ideals. Here we have a glowing personality diffus-
ing itself through the intricacies or thoughts of government 
and politics and coming forth still aglow with life. 
We note in this essay that Wilson protests against the 
scientific tendency to analyze words merely as words. He 
smiles at the giving of high degrees to those who merely 
measure and count. After considering the imaginative and 
intellectual elements in literat~e, he has an interesting 
discussion of style. He mentions that "the great writer has 
always dignity, restraint, propriety, adequateness .•.•• A 
great style always knows what it would be at, and does the 
thing appropriately, with the larger sort of taste. rt( 1) 
Finally he reminds us, "Literature in its essence is mere 
spirit, and you must experience it rather than analyze it 
too formally. It is the door to nature and to ourselves. 
rt opens our hearts to receive the experiences of great men 
and the conceptions of great races. It awakens us to the 
significance of action and to the singular power of mental 
habit. It airs our souls in the wide atmosphere of contem-
platiori."(2) For splendid thought and full power of imagina-
tion and expression I recommend this essay. It is real 
literature. 
The second essay, "The Author Himself" explains the 
theme, nthe best way to foster literature, if it may be 
fostered, is to cultivate the author himself." The means of 
(1) "Mere Literature", p. 24-25 
(2) Ibid., p. 26 
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cultivating the author are then explained, and we find the 
same depth of thought, the same clear insight, the same pre-
cision, the same ease of language and of illustration. He 
tells us at the end, "The rule for every man is, not to de-
pend on the education which other men prepare for him, not 
even to consent to it; but to strive to see things as they 
are, and to be himself as he is. Defeat lies in self-
surrender."(!) 
The delightful consideration "On An Author's Choice of 
company" is our next topic. Here .again we find Wilson pon-
dering the question of how a man should write--even if it is 
possible to write for antiquity. He says, "A man born into 
the real patriciate of letters may take his pleasure in what 
company he will without taint or loss of caste; may go con-
fidently abroad in the free world of books and choose his 
comradeships without fear of offense."(2 ) He puts an impor-
tant question which comes to us in the consideration of his 
own work: "What is it, let him ask himself, that renders a 
b~t of writing a 'piece of literature'? It is reality. A 
'wood-note wild', sung unpremeditated and out of the heart; 
a description written as if with an undimmed and seeing eye 
upon the very object described; an exposition that lays bare 
the very soul of the matter; a motive truly revealed; anger 
that is righteous and justly spoken; ~irth that has its 
sources pure; phrases to find the heart of a thing, and a 
heart seen in things for the phrases to find; an unaffected 
(1) "Mere Literature" p. 49 
{2) Ibid., p. 57 
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meaning set out in language that is its own--such are the 
realities of literature.n(l) We agree with you, Mr. Wilson, 
and most of us regret that you did not exemplify these reali-
ties more frequently yourself. 
In September, 1897, the "Atlantic Monthly" published an 
essay by Wilson "on Being Human." This essay, I believe, has 
no literary superior among Wilson's writings, Let me present 
a few passages and I think the reader will see that here is 
a Wilson he has not known before. 
"Let us remind ourselves that to be human is, for one 
thing, to speak and act with a certain note of genuineness, 
a quality mixed of spontaneity and intelligence ••• Genuineness 
is not mere simplicity, for that may lack vitality, and gen-
uineness does not. We expect what we call genuine to have 
pith and strength of fibre. Genuineness is a quality which 
we sometimes mean to include when we speak of individuality."(2) 
"The art of being human begins with the practice of 
being genuine, and following standards of conduct which the 
world has tested. If your life is not various and you cannot 
know the best people, who set the standards of sincerity, 
your reading at least can be various, and you may look at 
your little circle through the best books under the guidance 
of writers who have known life and lov~d)the truth. And 
then genuineness will bring serenity.n(3 · 
(Note this especially !) "Our word 'serene' contains a 
picture. Its image is of the calm evening, when the stars 
are out and the still night comes on; when the dew is on the 
grass and the wind does not stir; when the day's work is 
over, and the evening meal, and thought fall clear in the 
quiet hour. It is the hour of reflection,--and it is human 
to reflect. Who shall contrive to be human without this 
evening hour, which drives turmoil out and gives the soul 
its seasons of self-recollection? Serenity is not a thing 
to beget inaction. It only checks excitement and uncalcula-
ting haste. It does not exclude ardor or the heat of battle: 
it keeps ardor from extravaganc~ 1 prevents the battle from becoming a mere aimless melee.n{-9:) 
{1) Mere Literature, p. 58-59 (2) woodrow Wilson "On Being Humann Atlantic Monthly 80 
{September, 1897) p. 323 
(3) Ibid., p. 324 
(4) Ibid., p. 325 
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This bas presented to us an imaginative power which we 
hardly believed possible in Wilson. It is real literature. 
And what shall we say of the magnificent conclusion?--
"The serenity of power; the naturalness that is nature's 
poise and mark of genuineness; the unsleeping interest in 
all affairs, all fancies, all things believed or done; tbe 
catholic understanding, tolerance, enjoyment of all classes 
and conditions of men; the conceiving imagination, the plan-
ning purpose, the creating thought, the wholesome laughing 
humor, the quiet insight, the universal coinage of tbe 
brain,--are not these the marvelous gifts and qualities we 
mark in Shakespeare when we call him the greatest among men? 
And shall not these rounded and perfect powers . serve u~ ~s 
our ideal of what it is to be a finished human being?"llJ 
Wilson has proved to us that he knew how to write not 
only as a human being, but also as a true litterateur. This 
essay is supreme for simplicity of thought, keenness of pen-
etration, geniality and real love of life. Any one who 
admires Wilson as a statesman should read it to realize how 
essentially human Wilson could be. 
His last literary essay is the interesting "When a Man 
comes to Himself." We are told that a man comes to himself 
"when he has left off being wholly preoccupied with his own 
powers and interests and with every petty plan that centers 
in himself; when he has cleared his eyes to see the world 
as it is, and his own true place and function in it.u{2) 
We learn that this awakening does not come at any fixed time. 
Some never awaken. But those who do learn to adjust them-
selves to life. "A man who lives only for himself has not 
begun to live--has yet to learn his use, and his real 
(1) woodrow Wilson, "On Being Human" Atlantic Monthly 80 
(September, 1897) p. 329 
(2) woodrow Wilson, "When a Man Comes to Himself" p. 1 
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pleasure, too, in the world. It is not necessary he should 
marry to find himself out, but it is necessary he should 
love. tr{ 1 ) ''Men grow by having responsibility laid upon them, 
the burden of other people's business.'d2) Then with fre-
quent quotation of Mr. Bagehot the essay refers to men who 
seem to have found themselves in the world and to their aims 
and desires. The author concludes that Christianity with 
its motives or unselfish love is the greatest force for good 
in the world. This essay is interesting, thoughtful, and 
illuminating with a pervading feeling of intense but quiet 
emotion. 
We are naturally somewhat interested that this chapter 
has discussed Wilson's best examples of early expression while 
the preceding chapter considered his most masterful presenta-
tions of original thought. 
In the field of the literary essay Wilson has presented 
us two very fine specimens in "Mere Literature" and "On Being 
Human." His range of interest is not wide, but his penetra-
tion to the heart of his subject balances. Again we note his 
is a single-track mind. we do see that he has adequate powers 
of expression, that he has a picturesque imagination, a fund 
or illustration, quiet but deep emotion, splendid thought and 
forceful diction. we shall consider this further in Chapter 
rx. What we do lack is a feeling of geniality which would 
give us contact with the author. We admire him. We respect 
him. But we should like to know him and we can't. Again I 
think that we feel that Wilson had a future of great success 
(1) woodrow Wilson "When a Man Comes to Himself", p. 6 
(2) Ibid., p. 7 
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before him in the field of the essay, but when administrative 
work called him from his leisure in 1902, he left the field 
never to return except to read the reprints of his early 
articles. 
1893 
1896 
1897 
1902 
1903 
CHAPTER VI 
WILSON, THE HISTORIAN 
Division and Reunion 
The Truth of the Matter 
A Calendar of Great Americans 
The Course of American History 
George washington 
A History of the American People {5 vol.) 
"states' Rights" in the "cambridge Modern 
History 
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In our consideration of Wilson, the historian, we meet 
a tremendous amount of material, but we find that very little 
of it has won a place of importance. For the most part the 
historical writings, even though they are splendidly wrLtten, 
lack. the background, the expansive knowledge, and the research 
necessary for such work. They are extremely large in them-
selves, but real historical treatment would have necessitated 
much greater length. As works of literature, they are not 
important. Hence in this chapter we shall speak of them 
only in a superficial way. 
The pook "Division and Reunion" representing the epoch 
in American history from 1829 to 1889 is the most valuable 
of Wilson's historical work because of its unbiased yet 
southern treatment of the critical ye.ars before, during, and 
after the Civil war. Chapter X on "The Constitution and 
Government of the Confederate states" and the last t~ee 
chapters on the "Rehabilitation of the Union" are extremely 
interesting. Though this is essentially a text-book and 
lacks the literary graces, I add it to "congressional Govern-
ment", "Mere Literature" and " On Being Hwnan" as books which 
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every admirer of Wilson should read. They present a varied 
view of the genius of the man and show us his full powers. 
Later we shall add a few speeches and messages, but these 
books so far give us our best conception of Wilson's writings. 
In the book "Mere Literature" there are three interes-
ting historical essays. "The Truth of the Matter" shows. us 
the difficulty of finding the truth and then making it appeal 
to man's taste. We learn that the picturesque historian and 
the fine writer may please us, the biased political writer 
may entertain us, but are we certain they are telling the 
truth? Which historian shall we trust? How far shall we 
believe in him ? For after all "there is an art of lying;--
there is equally an art,--an infinitely more difficult art--
of telling the truth." For clear, forceful writing this can~t. 
be excelled. It should be read by all studying history. It 
will interest those studying literature. 
One will easily imagine that in reading "A Calendar of 
Great Americans" we wish only to know who the Americans are. 
we find Hamilton, Madison, John Marshall and Webster used as 
basis for comparison. But the great Americans are Franklin, 
Clay, Jackson, Lincoln, Grant, and Lee, with James Russell 
Lowell to accompany them as a literary man. 
In "The Course of American History" we. New. Englanders 
are informed that the main currents of American history came 
not from the North-east but from the Middle States, and that 
to them we owe the development of the west. 
The book "George washington" was made up of articles 
which had appeared in "Harper's Magazine." It is a fairly 
interesting, though not important biography. It has very 
little research, or quotations from authorities. It lacks 
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humor, and fails to emphasize the human element in washington. 
It pictures the Father of our Country more as Wilson would 
have him be in his very "punctilious" way, which was due no 
doubt to his "gentle breeding.fl The chapters in the book are: 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
X 
In Washington's Day 
A Virginia Breeding 
Colonel Washington 
Mount Vernon Days 
The Heat of Politics 
Piloting a Revolution 
General Washington 
The Stress of Victory 
First in Peace 
The First President of the 
United States 
we can recommend this to one who wants to read some book 
about washington, but even though many have praised this bi-
ography, I see in it nothing at al~ extraordinary. 
During the next years in order to learn American history, 
Wilson was engaged in writing a long "History of the. American 
People" somewhat in imitation of Green's "A Short History of 
the English People." The five volumes treating the swarming 
of the English; colonies and nation; the founding of the 
government; critical changes and civil war; reunion and nation-
alization; are profusely illustrated and make a strong appeal 
to the general reader (but not to the historian.) As an 
example of the style let me quote from page 132 of the fifth 
volume: 
''During the first days of the government, while the old 
order held and English traditions were still strong, the 
President had been the central figure in affairs,--partly 
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because delicate questions of foreign policy pressed con-
stantly for solution, partly because the early Presidents 
were chosen from the ranks of actual party leaders, because 
of their influence with public men, their hold upon opinion, 
and their experience in public business. Their messages 
were of the first consequence in the guidance of legislation 
and the formation of opinion out-of-doors; their spokesmen 
and friends usually spoke for the President's party as well 
. as for the President himself on the floor of Congress. Even 
then, however, there had been signs of a new order coming in. 
Neither the President nor the members of his cabinet had had 
access to the floor of Congress since Mr. Jefferson decided 
not to meet the .houses in person, as his predecessors had 
done. It was the theory of constitutional lawyers that Con-
gress and the Executive were meant to be sharply separated 
and distinguished in function, in order that each might 
check and balance the other in ideal accordance with the 
principles of M. Montesquieu; and there were or.ten-times men 
in the houses whose gifts and impulse of initiative were 
greater, more efficient, more serviceable than the President's. 
Mr. Clay had been notable among such men. While he was 
Speaker of the House of Representatives it became evident 
that the speakership could ea.sily be made the chief place of 
power in the management of parties; and so long as he re-
mained in congress the whole country knew that he, and no 
President the Whigs were likely to elect, must be the real 
leader of his party." 
This shows us that Wilson's primary thought is still 
of government and those who control it, and it manifests 
the clear, strong, precise expression we associate with 
Wilson. I believe that the fifth volume is the best, for it 
treats the period which Wilson knew best and had already 
discussed in "Division and Reunion" and was later to treat 
in "states' Rights" (1850-1860) in the "Cambridge Modern 
History." Wilson fully understood those troubled times of 
our Civil war, and he writes of them masterfully. 
In connection with the history of the_ American people, 
James Kerney tell.s us in "The Political Education of woodrow 
Wilson": 
"The fact that Wilson's 'History of the American 
people' had not attained much of a place as an authoritative 
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work in the history department of universities was a cause 
of no little disappointment. It was, however, rated as one 
of the best popular histories ever put out in America, and 
it had a particularly large sale after Wilson's entrance 
into politics. When he began his speaking tour through New 
Jersey and his refreshing methods found space on the first 
pages of the metropolitan newspapers, a corps of canvassers 
was sent into the field, and after Wilson's appearance in 
any city, town, or hamlet, the enthusiastic populace was 
earnestly urged to buy a set of the nHistory of the American 
People." The work continued to have a wide sale, a year's 
subscription to nHarper's Weekly", then the foremost Presi-
dential boomer, being given away with each set. 
"After his election as President, he suggested to 
Harper's that he might have more favorable royalty terms, 
which suggestion was acquiesced in, the publishers advising 
Wilson that it was their belief that his "History of the 
American People" had brought a larger financial return to the 
author--many times larger--than any similar number of words 
ever written by any historian anywhere in the world. He was 
in a hurry when he wrote the history, and it was full of 
inaccuracies. several years later, when Wilson was in the 
White House, Clinton T. Brainard who had succ.eeded (Colonel) 
Harvey as the head of Harper's, had the popular history re-
vamped and reyi~ed, and the work had a big sale on the 
Wilson name.n\lJ 
Our summary of Wilson, the historian, then, is that he 
is the author of a very popular though not authoritative 
history of the American people, a biographer of George 
washington, the compiler of a manual of American history from 
1829 to 1899, and the writer of many articles of historical 
interest. The work was large, but did not bear fruit pro-
portionate to the planting. 
(1) James Kerney, "The Political Education of Woodrow Wilson," 
The Century co., N.Y. 1926, p. 126 
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WILSON AS AN EDUCATOR 
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A few weeks before Wilson's death he said to Professor 
Meiklejohn, "You know I have still a great deal to do in 
this business of our international obligations; but when I 
have finished that I am going back into education.n(l) we 
must remember as Meiklejohn tells us that Wilson had two · dom-
inating interests. He wanted to understand and so to share 
in the leadership of democracy, and he wanted also to prepare 
young people for the same understanding and leadership.(2) 
we must also recall that Wilson gave to the work of education 
the best years of his life, that he was very much interested 
in his field, and that he showed unusual results. But before 
we discuss his significant speeches and papers on education, 
let us have a view of the college professor. 
Professor Wilson returned as a teacher to his Alma Mater 
in 1890, and left it to become governor of New Jersey in 1910. 
upon his arrival at Old Nassau he won a distinct place for 
himself in. the life of the college. He taught history, 
(1) A. Meiklejohn "woodrow Wilson, Teacher" Saturday Review 
of Literature 1 (May 30, 1925) p. 785-6 
(2) Ibid. 
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politics and economics. On a fine morning he might be seen 
riding on a bicycle the mile from his home to the college. 
Habitually he wore a cutaway coat. His lectures were usually 
at 9 a.m. in No. 10 McCosh hall. No attendance was taken, 
and frequently there were outsiders present to hear his dis-
cussions of men and government. The period was devoted en-
tirely to the lecture; there was no quiz. At the beginning 
Wilson would ask not to be quoted on his opinions of contem-
porary politics. He stood during his lecture. These were 
not written in full, but were delivered from a skeleton out-
line. His favorite gesture of emphasis was with the index 
finger, but he dropped this during his later campaigns. The 
general testimony seems to be that it was not very difficult 
to pass the examinations, and that there was little fear of 
"flunking" the courses outright. One anecdote relates that 
a student protested on an examination paper, "This question 
is unfair. It demands thought." we now probably believe 
that the students must have paid a great deal of attention 
to such a distinguished lecturer, but we learn that Wilson 
frequently had to resort to his stock rebuke, "Gentlemen, 
try to remember that you are supposed to be gentlemen." And 
when these gentlemen became restless in class at the time ot 
the Yale-Princeton football game he would say, "Beware that 
the side show does not become more imp.ortan:t than the main 
tent.n(l) 
(l) This information comes "passim" from: 
A. p. Dennis "Woodrow Wilson, Princeton.Schoolmaster" 
Saturday Evening .Post 202 (Feb. 15, 1930) 12-13 
o. w. Mosher, Jr. "Woodrow Wilson's Me·thods in the 
Classroom" current History 32 (June, 1 '930) 502-4 
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we, of course, know from the previous chapters that 
Wilson was doing a great deal of reading and writing for 
these lectures. We have seen how he opened a new field in 
historical and practical politics with .his discussion of the 
genetics of the state. We have noticed that in order to 
learn American history he wrote American history, and we have 
commented upon the excellence of his manual "Division and 
Reunion." His speech at the Sesquicentennial celebration of 
Princeton in 1896 had won him a large following, and after 
1902 he greatly enlarged the horizon of his influence. 
It is always interesting to find what one reformer says 
of another. Wilson's educational. reforms seemed quite radi-
cal at first, so let us read what Mr. Meiklejohn says of 
Wilson's principles: "He planned to make it (the college) 
a community and to do so on the basis of its only fundamental 
interest--the intellectual •••.• He was determined that the 
college should be again one institution and that it should 
be an institution of learning. The specific lines which he 
sought to achieve this unity had to do (1) with the course 
of study, (2} with the methods of teaching, and (3) with the 
social organization of the college with especial reference 
to its arrangements for residence.n(l) 
We often wonder which type or education Wilson approved 
--the cultural, scientific, or specialistic. We are told, 
"He was a stalwart champion of general training. He declared 
that the liberal collegemust forever be the heart of the 
(1} A. Meiklejohn, op. cit., p. 785 
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university; he argued that all students in a liberal college 
should take those essential studies which fill and enrich 
men's lives. The college, he was fond of saying, deals not 
with the fortunes, but with the spirits of men.n(l) 
This is how Wilson is spoken of. We shall now hear 
what he has to say for himself. 
Wilson's first educational address is "Princeton in the 
Nation's Service"(2 ) delivered at the Princeton Sesquicen-
tennial celebration, October 21, 1896 and printed in the 
Forum, December, 1896. (Walter H. Page was the editor of 
the Forum.) This address recounts the early days of Prince-
ton during the American revolution and mentions that the 
college learned in its infancy that it was a school of duty, 
a duty conceived as the "stern daughter of the voice of God." 
The speaker tells us "the college should serve the state as 
its organ of recollection, its seat of vital memory. It 
should give the country men who know the probabilities of 
failure and success, who can separate the tendencies which 
·are permanent from the tendencies which are of the moment 
merel~, who can distinguish promises from threats, knowing 
the life men have lived, the hopes they have tested, and the 
principies they have proved."(S) Then he tells of men who 
did come from the college to serve the state. Close upon 
this comes a defense of Latin and Greek in education. "What 
you cannot find a substitute for is the classics as litera-
ture; and there can be no first-hand contact with that 
(1) A. Meiklejohn, op. cit., p. 786 
(2) Public Papers, Vol. I, p. 259-285 
(3) Ibid., p. 274 
68 
literature if you will not master the grammar and the syntax 
which convey its subtle power. Your enlightenment depends 
on the company you keep. You do not know the world until 
you know the men who have possessed it and tried its ways 
before ever you were given your brief run upon it."(l) Then 
at the end he protests against the preponderance of the sci-
entific method in every other branch of study and closes 
with a passage of great beauty to be referred to in Chapter IX. 
The next address of importance, "Princeton for the 
Nation's Service" is the inaugural address of Mr. Wilson as 
president of Princeton university on October 25, 1902. The 
opening is a defence of the liberalizing general education. 
"We ought distinctly to set forth in our philosophy of this 
matter the -difference between a man's preparation for the 
specific and definite tasks he is to perform in the world and 
that general enlargement of spirit and release of powers 
which he shall need if his task is not to crush and belittle 
him."( 2 ) The new president assures us that we shall not 
anywhere else get a substitute for the classics. "The modern 
mind has been built upon that culture and there is no authen-
tic equivalent."( 3 ) Then he shows the indispensability of 
mathematics and English. A discussion of science follows. 
But he reiterates, "The true American university seems to me 
to get its best characteristics, its surest guarantee of sane 
and catholic learning, from the presence at its very heart 
of a college of liberal arts.n(4) 
(1) Public Papers, Vol. I, ·p. 278 
(2) Ibid., p. 449 
He emphasizes again that 
(3) Ibid., p. 453 
(41 Ibid., p. 455 
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a college bas charge "not of men's fortunes, but their 
spirits." Finally he mentions the union of the past culture 
and the present scientific trends in a college which trains 
men for the service of the nation. Any reader of these ad-
dresses will admit that in thought and expression these two 
speeches do conform to our notions of literary art. 
In JUne 1907 Wilson delivered a baccalaureate address 
called "The Free Life" and published in rather elaborate 
fashion by Thomas Y. Crowell and Company. The text is, "And 
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God." (Rom. xii; ~) 
The free life consists in an influential nonconformity by 
which a man will think and speak for himself without forgetting 
to aid others. We are reminded, "There are many voices of 
counsel, but few voices of vision; there is much excitement 
and feverish activity, but little concert of thoughtful pur-
pose.n(l) "our true wisdom is in our ideals. Practical 
judgments shift from age to age, but principles abide; and 
more stable even than principles are the motives which sim-
plify and ennoble life."(2 ) so the final emphasis is on 
Christian motives as the basis of the free life recommended 
to the graduates. This is really a splendid sermon, forceful, 
majestic, and impressive. 
I wish to quote a few passages now from speeches and 
articles by Wilson during his last years as an educator. 
(l}"The Free Life", p. 21 
(2) Ibid., p. 22 
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To show his belief in strict entrance examinations, we have 
his statement in "The Trainingof the Intellect", "I want 
you to understand that if the angel Gabriel applied for ad-
mission to Princeton University and could not pass the en-
trance examinations, he would not be admitted. He would be 
wasting his time.rr(l) In "The Spirit of Learning«(2) he 
returns to his teachings of the functions of the college. 
He mentions that the undergraduates do not desire learning. 
"They are much more interested in the incidental associations 
of college life than in the main intellectual occupations of 
the place." A college is to impart the spirit of learning. 
It is to give citizenship in the world of knowledge. It is 
to develop "esprit de corps." And after all education in 
the college comes by contact and contagion, so we must make 
the colleges real seats of learning. "The Ideal University" 
would be "a community, a place of close, natural, intimate 
association, not only of the young men who are its pupils 
and novices in various lines of study but also of young men 
with older men, with maturer men, with veterans and profes-
sionals in the great undertakings of learning, of teachers 
with pupils, outside the classroom as well as inside it.«(3) 
This thought comes admirably expressed again in "The Amer~ean 
college": "The contacts of knowledge are not vital; the 
contacts of information are barren. If I tell you too many 
(1) J. M. O'Neill "Models of Speech composition" The Century 
Co., N.Y. 1921, p. 845 . 
(2) Public Papers, Vol. II, p. 102-119 
(3) Ibid., p. 152 
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things that you don 1 t know, I merely make myself hateful to you. 
If I am constantly in the attitude towards you of instructing 
you, you may regard me as a very well informed and superior per-
son, but you have no affection for me whatever; whereas if I 
have the privilege of coming into your life, if I live with you 
and can touch you with something of the scorn that I feel for a 
man who does not use his faculties at their best, and can be 
touched by you with some keen, inspiring touch of the energy 
that lies in you and that I have not learned to imitate, then 
fire calls to fire and real life begins, the life that generates, 
the life that generates power, the life that generates those 
lasting fires of friendship which in too many college connections 
are lost altogether, for many college comradeships are based upon 
taste and not upon community of intellectual interests.«(l) we 
note how forcefully Wilson emphasizes the need of full contact 
of student and professor. In "What is a College For" he tells 
us that a college is for the training of those who are to rise 
above the ranks. He puts a question which is still a topic 
of discussion: "Do we wish college to be first of alL and 
chiefly, a place of mental discipline, or only a school of gen-
eral experience; and if we wish it to be a place of mental dis-
cipline, of what sort do we wish the discipline to be,--a 
general awakening and release of the faculties, or a prelimi-
nary initiation into the _drill of a particular vocation. 11 <2 > 
From the.se extracts we see ·that Wilson was seeking the reason 
for the college's existence, defending the general cultural 
training, and endeavoring to bring student and instructor 
(1) O'Neill, "Models of Speech Composition" , p. 614 
(2) public Papers "College and Statet' , Vol. II, p. 162 
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into closer relationship • . 
As our last point let us consider Wilson's final address 
at Princeton, the baccalaureate address of JUne 12, 1910. 
Its text is, "We look not at the things which are seen, but 
_at the things which are not seen; for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal"--II Corinthians IV, 18. The emphasis is again on 
the things of the spirit. Non-conformity is advocated, and 
literature is considered superior to science. 
Now let us leave this discussion of one or America's 
most influential educators with the words with which he said 
farewell to his last class at Princeton: 
"Today we part, not to forget and be strangers again, 
for with a common heritage are we bound in a perpetual part-
nership. we can be partners only in that which we have in-
herited, that precious stuff in which we have traded,--in 
the things of the spirit, in the things which are not seen 
but are eternal. May God bless you and keep you, and confirm 
you in the vision of thea~ things. This in you will be 
Princeton's immortality."(l) 
Yes, woodrow Wilson, your vision or the things that are 
not seen may be Princeton's immortality, and though we are 
sorry to part with you as an educator, it is with still 
fervid interest that we turn the page to meet you in your 
new role as the spokesmen of all the people. 
(1) Public Papers, Vol. II, p. 244 
CHAPTER VIII 
WILSON AS AN ORATOR 
Epoch-making addresses: 
Jan. 17, 1911 Inaugural Address in New Jersey 
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Dec. 29, 1918 At his ·grandfather's church at carlisle 
Jan. 18, 1919 Opening the Peace· conference 
May 30, 1919 The suresne Cemetery Speech 
July 10, 1919 Presentation of the treaty to the senate 
for ratification 
Sept. 6, 1919 
Sept. 25, 1919 
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Last Western speech at Pueblo, Colorado 
On the first anniversary of Armistice Day 
Last Public Address 
woodrow Wil.son ranks as the greatest American orator of 
the second decade of the twentieth century. This is due 
partly to the fact that he was uttering thoughts greater and 
more ideal than any human being before him had voiced, and 
partly to the training and experience which we have already 
seen that Wilson gained in his days as an educator. Wilson 
had .been successful as a speaker before his entrance into 
polities. He became doubly successful afterwards until he 
attained the pinnacle of success, and became the spokesman 
of mankind. Could there be any finer tribute to a man of 
letters than to be able in the final analysis of his career 
to term him "the spokesman of mankind"? No one else approa-
ches him there, for he represented in oratory the fervid 
ideals and aspirations or the whole human race. 
74 
Wilson had many unusual powers of persuasion. One 
critic thus summarizes them: 
1. Wilson was a maker or easily remembered phrases. 
2. Wilson possessed an astonishing facility in phrasing 
the most optimistic hopes of mankind in organ-voiced 
English. 
3. Wilson not only expressed the noblest and most op-
timistic hopes of mankind--he spoke for mankind. 
4. Wilson used his idealistic generalities as a whip. 
5. As a further addition to his whip technique, Wilson 
often attempted to coerce one group by appealing to 
a larger and more powerful group. 
6. Wilson was also an adept in the use of what, to 
borrow a term from music, we may call "counterpoint" 
••••• He never abandoned a principle; he merely 
applied his principle in a different manner to a new 
condition. 
7. somewhat reluctantly, Wilson recognized that despite 
their verbal idealism, the American people are in-
tensely interested in making money. 
8. In all his public speaking, Wilson displayed ~ 
dignity which won him wide-spread respect.n(ll 
The first characteristic of Wilson as an orator, that 
he was a phrase maker, has given us some interesting results. 
Here are a few of the phrases he made famous: 
Pitiless publicity 
watchful waiting 
Too proud to fight 
Little group of wilful men 
strict accountability 
Peace without victory 
Armed neutrality 
No quarrel with the German people 
Make the world safe for democracy 
Open covenants openly arrived at 
self-determination 
( 1) Edwin H. P.aget "woodrow Wilson: International Rhetorician" 
in "Quarterly Journal of Speech" Vol. XV (April, 1930) 
No. 1, p. 15-24 
contemptible quitters (l) 
Great and $olemn referendum 
I believe that it is perfectly true that most of us 
really do associate some phrase or other with Wilson the 
speaker. we also realize that he was an idealist and a 
liberal thinker. His ideas were those of progress for the 
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common person against the machinations of "big business." 
His aspirations were those of "peace on earth; good will to 
men." But he realized especially at the end of his career 
that Americans cared more for material interests than they 
did for ideals. But he used his best technique in trying to 
win the common people to his cause in 1919. ·He appealed to 
Caesar over the heads of the Senators. But his prestige had 
been undermined. He was still a great and forceful speaker, 
but lack of success made him querulous, and the strain of 
over-work wore him down, until finally he saw that caesar 
had failed him and his work must wait for the judgment of 
future ages. But at least we must admit he had accomplished 
a great deal in showing men the Land of Promise even though 
they scorned him and refused to enter. 
we have already mentioned that Wilson had attained a 
great deal of fame as a speaker since his first important 
address in 1896. He was a popular speaker at Princeton gather-
ings, and his talks to alumni took him all over the nation, 
and made his name widely known. He was considered one of the 
leading Liberal thinkers of the day. As early as 1906 Colonel 
(1) "Late President's Record of Achievement11 current History 
19 (March, 1924) p. 941 
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Harvey in "Harper's Weekly" was advocating Wilson ror the 
presidency of the United States. The story of how the Demo-
cratic bosses decided upon him as their gubernatorial candi-
date in New Jersey in 1910 is foreign to this thesis. Suffice 
it to say that Wilson was elected governor, and the innocent, 
guileless, cloistered academician proceeded honestly to strip 
the power from the bosses who had elected him. They thought 
that when Wilson told the people that he was making no prom-
ises to those backing him that he was "playing to the gallery-
gods." But Wilson meant what he said. He had not been 
studying politics and government for twenty-rive years to no 
purpose. He reformed New Jersey from its corrupt practices. 
Let us note that he reformed Princeton, and when Princeton 
became restless he turned to the rerormation of New Jersey. 
Even before New Jersey had had enough, he turned to the ref-
ormation of the United states. And at last he tried to re-
form the world. How the blood of the covenanters of old 
must have boiled within him as he warred against injustice 
I 
and iniquity. This is the path of Woodrow Wilson the orator 
--leadership of New Jersey, the United States, the World--
and then, the crash when the battle was lost and won and the 
great President passed on~still in doubt of history's verdict. 
Wilson's inaugural address as governor of New Jersey 
begins his warfare against corruption, special privilege, 
private monopoly, and public spoliation. It is not melo-
dramatic. There are no rervid, rhetorical passages. It is 
straight-from-the-shoulder speaking. As a statesman Wilson 
has begun well. 
Wilson gave many speeches during his .presidential cam-
paign, and William B. _Hale has collected them into a book 
entitled, "The New Freedom, a call for the Emancipation of 
the Generous Energies of a People." · Twelve speeches are 
reported stenographically: 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
X 
XI 
XII 
The Old Order Changeth 
What is Progress 
Freemen need no guardians 
Life comes from the soil 
The Parliament of the People 
Let there be Light 
The Tariff--"Prot~etion" or Special Privilege? 
Monopoly, or Opportunity? 
Benevolence, or JUstice 
The Way to Resume is to Resume 
The Emancipation of Business 
The Liberation of a People's Vital Energies 
These are of course not "polished" speeches. They are 
very interesting, however, in showing us the nature of the 
topics Wilson discussed. We note that the idealistic college 
president is becoming very practical in the discussion of the 
vital questions of 1912. 
In his inaugural address as president of the United 
states, Wilson emphasizes that the people must be restored 
to power. He says, "This is not a day of triumph; it is a 
day of dedication. Here muster not the forces of party, but 
the forces of humanity. Men's hearts wait upon us; men's 
lives hang in the balance; men's hopes call upon us to say 
what we will do. Who shall live up to the great trust? Who 
·dares fail to try? I summon all honest men, all patriotic, 
all forward-looking men, to my side. God helping me, I will 
not fail them, if they will but counsel and sustain me ! "(1) 
(1} Public Papers. "The New Freedom" Vol. I, p. 5-6 
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This shows us Wilson's power to idealize his action until it 
becomes the work of humanity·. The address of January 22, 1917 
on the essential terms of peace in Europe again emphasizes 
Wilson's power as a speaker to identify his principles with 
those of peace-loving, forward-looking men and women all over 
the earth. Of course in the meantime Wilson had showed his 
powers of persuasion in carrying through the Underwood tariff 
and the extremely important Federal Reserve Act. But all 
these American problems were soon to give way to the inter-
national difficulties of the world War, and the president's 
notes, messages, and speeches in connection with the war will 
be counted with the great state papers of all time. 
Following close upon Wilson's second inaugural address 
in which he stresses what America stands for in war or in 
peace, we have the world-famous War Message of April 2, 1917. 
I shall not quote from it. I ask the reader to turn to it 
(and it may be found in countless places) and read it in its 
entirety. I believe that this will always be a treasure of 
American history and literature. I feel that year after 
year many will be deeply impressed by this speech and will 
desire to know more about the man who delivered it. To me 
it is the perfect introduction to Wilson. It marks him apart 
among great men, and the reflected light from it follows us 
through all our researches into his life and work. It is the 
voice of America at one of the greatest crises in her history. 
In a message to Congress January 8, 1918 Wilson enunci-
ated his famous 14 points.(l) Every American should be 
(1) Public Papers, "War and Peace'', Vol. I, p. 155-162 
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familiar with them. We should not be satisfied with the 
sarcasm of Clemenceau in saying that God was satisfied with 
ten commandments, but Wilson had to have fourteen. We are, 
of course, noticing that besides the sublimity of thought, 
there is a splendid power of logical analysis of conditions. 
This is again shown in the address delivered at Mount Vernon, 
July 4, 1918, known as "The Fourteen Point Speech.n(l) 
(Naturally we must allude to his great "faux pas" in appealing 
for a Democratic Congress on October 25, 1918.) The climax 
of power seems to come when on November 11, 1918 the President 
gave to Congress the terms of the armistice, and announced 
that the war was over. But alas, for him the war was only 
begun. He had decided to go to Europe to act as a member of 
the Peace Conference. Palm Sunday and Good Friday were ahead 
of him. 
The European trip gives us unusual glimpses of the 
orator. We are delighted as he says a few words in his grand-
father's church at carlisle, England, although we realize 
that he really believes that his mother's father would not 
care to have a layman speak in his services. We are intensely 
proud of him when on January 18, 1919 he officially opens the 
Peace Conference after a tour of France and Italy had won for 
him such applause as mortals rarely know. The purpose of 
this speech is to propose M. Clemenceau as permanent chair-
man of the Conference. But the orator must express the 
ideals of mankind: "It is a very delightful thought that the 
history of the world, which has so often centered here, will 
(1) Public Papers "War and Peace" Vol. I, p. 231-235 
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now be crowned by the achievements of this conference. Be-
cause there is a sense in which this is the supreme conference 
of the history of mankind. More nations are represented here 
than were ever represented in such a conference before. The 
fortunes of all people are involved. A great war is ended 
which seemed about to bring a universal cataclysm. The dan-
ger is passed. A victory has been won for mankind, and it 
is d elightful that we should be able to record these great 
results in this place.n(l} The idealist in the orator is 
ever with us as we realize in the Suresne Cemetery Speech 
when Wilson concludes, "There is something better, if possible, 
that ·a man can give than his life, and that is his living 
spirit to a service that is not easy, to resist counsels that 
are hard to resist, to stand against purposes that are dif-
ficult to stand against, and to say, "Here stand I, conseera-
ted in spirit to the men who were once my comrades and who 
are now gone, and who have left me under eternal bonds of 
fidelity."( 2 ) The loyal scottish covenanter believes that 
duty is the supreme watchword of life.--so far, we realize 
woodrow Wilson has been a tremendous success. Let us now 
turn baek to America. 
On July 10, 1919 the President officially presented the 
treaty to the senate for ratification. The speech is almost 
entirely expository except for a brief emotional conclusion. 
The battle was on, and when the Senate seemed to be gaining 
ground, Wilson decided to appeal to the people directly. 
{1) Public Papers, "War and Peace"", Vol. I, p. 390 
(2} Ibid., p. 50? 
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Tired and fatigued, yet not too weary to fight for his con-
victions, the president conducted a speaking tour or the 
West from September 4 to September 25, 1919, proceeding from 
Columbus, Ohio to Pueblo, Colorado. He used all his old 
powers of exposition, persuasion, and conviction. He fought 
hard against great odds but the people seemed to fear "en-
tangling alliances" and Wilson could not remove the century-
old prejudice. Yet, what a noble figure he is, wasting physi-
cally as he fights his battle. Some have wondered if it 
would not be true that had Wilson dropped dead from exhaustion 
or been assassinated on that tour, he would have passed like 
Lincoln from the shadows of malicious hate and persecution to 
the sunshine of personal idolatry. But although he was struck 
down by complete paralysis of the left side, he did not die 
melodramatically. He lived on to see the death of his ideals. 
He appealed to the people for a "great and solemn referendum" 
on the treaty and the League of Nations, but his battle was 
lost. Yet as we read his speech on the first anniversary of 
Armistice Day we perceive no rancor or bitterness. But there 
were days of sadness and disillusionment ahead. The orator 
was dying, and his cause was fading away. 
Let us last or all note the last public address of 
Wilson over the radio on November 10, 1923 only a short time 
before his death February 3, 1924. The bitterness is now 
apparent. The dying statesman says of Armistice Day: 
. "The stimulating memories or that happy triumph are 
forever marred and embittered for us by the shameful fact 
that when the victory was won--won, be it remembered, chiefly 
by the indomitable spirit and ungrudging sacrifices of our 
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own incomparable soldiers--we turned our backs upon our 
associates and refused to bear any responsible part in the 
administration of peace, or the firm and permanent establish-
ment of the results of the war--won at so terrible a cost of 
life and treasure--and withdrew into a sullen and selfish 
isolationt which is deeply ignoble because manifestly cowardly 
and dishonorable. 
* * * * * 
nThe only way in which we can worthily give proof of 
our appreciation of the high significance of Armistice Day 
is by resolving to put self-interest away and once more form-
ulate and act upo~ the highest ideals and purposes of inter-
national policy.«llJ 
This is the last address of Wilson, the orator. He has 
been a speaker of force and power, of beautiful diction and 
varied illustration. He has clearly expressed the ideals of 
mankind against oppression of wealth, monopoly, or world tyr-
anny. He has touched heights which no other orator has ever 
seen. As we leave him, may we not recall that the great 
Demosthenes had to use his great power to defend himself 
against charges ~hat his policies had not been for the best 
interests of Athens. How well did he call upon the ancestors 
who had died defending Athens even in losing battle to assist 
him in declaring that he had fought for the ideals and glories 
of the old Athens. So too, you, Woodrow Wilson, might call 
upon the spirits of your ancestors and ours and they would 
tell you that your fight was not without its reward. It has 
been good to hear your voice, and listen to your expression 
of noble ideals. The world is better for your living. 
(1} Public Papers, "war and Peace", Vol. II, p. 540-541 
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In the preceding chapters we have had the opportunity 
of looking upon the genius of woodrow Wilson as it was mani-
fested in varied fields of endeavor. Now we are about to 
pause to ask ourselves what there was in the written and 
spoken style of Wilson to attract attention and to win praise. 
we, of course, realize that at first at least this writer was 
a conscious stylist. He was seeking precise and beautiful 
diction. Professor Harper of Princeton says, "He promptly 
resolved to disregard the warnings of pedants and to be a 
man of letters though a professor of history and politics •••• 
And so he set himself to work cultivating the graces of style 
no less assiduously than the exactness of science. There is 
a distinct filiation in his diction by which from stevenson 
to Lamb, and from Lamb to Sir Thomas Browne, one can trace 
it back to the quaint old prose writers of the seventeenth 
century. I remember his calling my attention in 1890 or 
thereabouts to the delightfully stylistic qualities of those 
worthies.n(l) 
Professor Bliss Perry also comments upon the bookish 
style: "His style is undeniably •bookish' as Lamb and 
stevenson are bookish. At times there are quaint innocent 
affectations in it, like the 'Twas• and''Tis' and ''Twould' 
which decorate the pages of Hazlitt and the elder essayists 
•.•• It (the style) seems to be just a trifle aware of itself, 
knowing what •sets my genius best.• ••..• It is witty, high-
spirited, exhilirating writing. It has the Southern virtues 
schooled by stern self-discipline into an avoidance of typical 
(1) "our Literary President", Literary Digest 55 (December 
29, 191'7) p. 34 
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southern faults; it has sentiment without sentimentality, 
ease without diffuseness, eloquence without declamati~n. With 
all of its delicate, bookish overtones, it remains essentially 
the style of a speaker. It addresses itself to the ear rather 
than to the eye, and its occasional over-anxieties are the 
solicitude of a well-bred converser, fearing to fail to please, 
or to be misinterpreted."(l) 
This "bookishness11 and the use of the loquitive style 
we shall see later. Professor Perry has one other comment 
which we must not miss: "There is one other quality of 
Mr. Wilson's style curiously interesting ••.•• There has been 
a sort of spaciousness in his pages, a consciousness of wide 
backgrounds and far horizons."( 2 ) The young writer had 
visions and the old statesman realized them. 
These two criticisms I believe give us a general im-
pression of Wilson's style. Before we analyze it we must 
consider Wilson's statement of his method of composition, his 
criticism of his own writings, and William B. Hale's devasta-
ting criticism in "The Story of a Style." 
Ida M. Tarbell in an article which was quoted in Chap-
ter III mentions the general characteristics of Wilson's 
style, and then refers to his method of writing. She says: 
"His language has the elegance of classic English, and 
yet it is shot through and through with the phrase and the 
feel of the man in the street. I doubt if there is any man 
in America that can talk and speak with such taste ·and 
(1) Bliss Perry, "Wilson as a Man of Letters" Century 85 
(March, 1913) p. 754 
(2) Ibid., p. 754 
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precision and at the same time so like a human being.n(l) 
Of course we are interested in how this man with such 
taste, precision, and human qualities prepares to write. 
Miss Tarbell continues by quoting the writer himself: "I 
begin," he said, "with a list of the topics I want to cover, 
arranging them in my mind in their natural relations--that 
is, I fit the bones of the thing together; then I write it 
out in shorthand. I have always been accustomed to writing 
in shorthand, finding it a great saver of time. This done, 
I copy it on my own typewriter, changing phrases, correcting 
sentences, and adding material as I go along. Usually the 
document is not changed after it comes from the typewriter, 
but sent as it is to the printer.rr(2) 
And now that we have seen the work of construction, we 
must pause to see what the master craftsman says of his own 
work. woodrow Wilson thus writes to a friend: 
"I must straightway prove my right to call myself a 
critic by pointing out to you two cardinal defects in what I 
write. There is, first, a serious structural defect, notice-
able most of all in the literary essays ••.•• The transitions 
are managed too smoothly; the several stages of the argument 
are not distinct enough; you bring away no definite outline, 
but only a recollection of certain passages and a general · 
impression of the whole meaning. The treatment plays in 
circles; it does not move with directness along a clear 
course. 
"There is, besides, a fault of style: and here again, 
the literary essays are the best fi~ld of observation. The 
phrasing is too elaborate: has not the easy pace of sim-
plicity. The sentences are too obviously wrought out with a 
nice workmanship. They do not sound as if they had come 
spontaneously, but as if they had been waited for, --perhaps 
waited for anxiously. The fact is not so. They come fast 
(1) "How woodrow Wilson cultivated the art of expression" 
Current Opinion 61 {December, 1916) p. 385 
{2) Ibid. 384-5 
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and hot enough usually, and seem natural moulds for my 
thought. But I am speaking of the impression they make when 
read,--the impression they make upon me after they are cold 
--when read in the proof, f ·or example:W ( 1) 
This criticism by the author himself is not in itself 
of extreme importance, but it does show us that in some res-
pects Wilson was very open to suggestion and criticism. But 
in an article on Wilson's writing and speaking reference must 
be made to "The story of a Style" by William Bayard Hale. 
In this book the man who had written in 1912 the official 
Wilson biography for use in the Presidential campaign but had 
during the years been alienated desired to prove to the world 
in 1920 that his former friend had none of the elements of 
literary power and that "vagueness and reiteration, symbo-
lism and incantation"( 2 ) were the sources of success of this 
man whose ringing phrases had just thrilled the world. It 
has been mentioned that no writer can .stand the close, with .. 
ering analysis which Hale gives of Wilson's style, but one 
must read the book to perceive the painstaking accuracy which 
the compiler takes to show Wilson's defects: aristocratic 
affectations, especially to be found in "George washington", 
intensification; qualification; fondness for adjectives in-
stead of verbs; repetition of favorite words, use of large 
words not understood, and pointless epigrams. Hale says of 
Wilson, "His learning is precisely of the degree and the 
kind best calculated to impress the populace. He bears all 
the outward decorous marks of the scholar, fulfills the 
(1) To Mrs. Harry Fielding Reid, June 18, 1897· quoted in 
Baker's "Life and Letters of woodrow Wilson" Vol. II 
p. 113-14 
(2) Wm. B. Hale, "The Story of a Style11 , p. 247 
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popular idea of a philosopher who confers honor upon the sor-
did concerns of political life ••.•• on the other hand his 
philosophy is not too high for human understanding, and is 
not withheld from the admiring multitude.n(l) 
Thus before we begin our discussion of Wilson's style, 
we realize that it is not perfect. It has won admiration, 
and it has been ridiculed. Now let the reader turn back to 
the tabular analysis of the style given at the beginning of 
this chapter, and then we shall be able to discuss it point 
by point. 
I. WORD USAGE 
A. Precision. We mentioned in Chapter III how 
Wilson was trained in clearness and accuracy of speech by 
his father. Let us see the results. At the opening of the 
essay "A Calendar-of Great Americans" we read: "Not every 
great man born and bred in America was a great 'American.• 
some of the notable men born among us were simply great 
Englishmen; others had in all the habits of their thought 
and life the strong flavor of a peculiar region, and were 
great New Englanders or great Southerners; others, masters 
in the field of science or of pure thought, showed nothing 
either distinctively national or characteristically provin-
cial, and were simply great men; while a few displayed odd 
cross-strains of blood or breeding. The great Englishmen 
bred in America, like Hamilton and Madison; the great pro-
vincials like John Adams and Calhoun; the authors of such 
(1) Hale, op. cit., p. 246 
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thought as might have been native to any clime, like Asa 
Gray and Emerson; and the men or mixed breed, like Jefferson 
and Benton,--must be excluded from our present list. we 
must pick out men who have created or exemplified a distinc-
tively American standard and type of greatness.n(l) or in 
the address on Robert E. Lee we may read, "We use the word 
•great' indiscriminately. A man is great because he has had 
great material success and has piled up a fortune; a man is 
great because he is a great writer or a great orator; a man 
is great because he is a great hero. We notice in him some 
distinct quality that overtops like qualities in other men. 
But we reserve the word tnoble 1 carefully for those whose 
greatness is not spent in their own interest. A man must 
have a margin of energy which he does not spend upon himself 
in order to win this title of nobility. He is noble in our 
popular conception only when he goes outside the narrow cir-
cle of self-interest, and begins to spend himself for the 
interest of mankind. Then however humble his gifts, however 
undistinguished his intellectual force we give him this title 
of nobility, and admit him into the high peerage of men who 
will not be forgotten."( 2 ) Although Mr. Hale might warn us 
of the weakening repetition, I think we can perceive in these 
examples the methods by which Wilson sought precision and 
the results he obtained. 
B. Favorite words. There is no doubt of the fact 
that Wilson had in his vocabulary certain words which he 
(1) "Mere Literature" p. 187-8 
(2) Public Papers, "College and Statett, Vol. II, p. 70 
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liked to use regularly. Hale endeavors to show that by the 
use of them Wilson shows paralysis of thought. They are 
characteristic of Wilson's style though we do not pretend 
they are a virtue. The words used most commonly are counsel, 
business, process, quick, punctilious, touch, great, essence, 
eye, heart, voices, and visions. As we read the Public Papers 
they are friends frequently met. 
c. Quaintness. Wilson used in his literary essays 
"'Tis, 'Twas and 1Twould" as though he were a writer in the 
olden times. The use of these contractions seems to be a 
habit acquired early and considered by the writer a mark of 
ease and familiarity. They do not show us a mind which de-
tested the present and sought peace in the past. 
D. Inversions. Wilson has two expressions changed 
from what to us is the natural order. We read on page 123 
of George washington, "Protests not only, but defiance, rang 
very clear in these fearless words." Hale on page 110 of 
his book lists a number of these inversions which also take 
place with "not merely." In our reading I think we can pass 
these over without notice, but when read aloud these passages 
seem rather strange. They are closely allied to the quaint 
expressions. They are a Wilson idiosyncracy. 
E. sources of vocabulary. Although Wilson was 
himself an ardent defender and exponent of the classics and 
liked to read Greek, we do not find in his style any special 
preponderance of Latinized words or any ponderous sesquipede-
lian diction which would make his speech beyond the intellec-
tual level of the ordinary person. The writer has deep 
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thoughts, but a simple choice of words. He does not show 
any special familiarity with German or the romance languages 
in his diction, so with the exception of the characteristics 
already noted, we can say that Wilson's words are precise and 
accurate, frequently repeated, sometimes quaintly contracted 
or arranged, but always in such a manner that the "man in the 
street" can understand. 
II. SENTENCE STRUCTURE 
A. "~ winged phrase." Wilson from the time that 
he became president seemed to have formed the power to use 
expressions which would be forceful and easily remembered. 
The reader may refer to Chapter VIII for a list of these 
famous expressions. 
B. Repetition. The continued use of words, phrases, 
and clauses is an outstanding characteristic of Wilson's 
• style. Very frequently the constant repetition becomes a 
"refrain." We see the word repeated as, "There is therefore, 
but one response possible from us: Force, Force to the utmost, 
Force without stint or limit, the righteous and triumphant 
Force which shall make Right the law of the world, and cast 
every selfish dominion down in the dust."(l} we note the 
repetition of word groups as, "It is a very wholesome and 
regenerating change which a man undergoes when he "comes to 
himself." It is not only after periods of recklessness or 
infatuation, when he has played the spendthrift or the fool, 
that a man comes to himself. He comes to himself after ex-
perience of which he alone may be aware: etc."{2 ) 
(1) Public Papers, "war and Peace", Vol. I, p. 202 
(2) "When A Man Comes to Himselfn, p. 1 
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I wonder if we can really decide whether this re etition makes 
for clarity and emphasis or indicates that the w iter is too 
tired mentally to seek for variety. 
c. Balance. We find that balance is a very notice-
able characteristic of Wilson's style. Here is splendid 
example: "A certain amount of ignorance will in ure his 
(the author's) sincerity, will increase his bold ess and 
shelter his genuineness, which is his hope of po er. Not 
ignorance of life, but life may be learned in an neighbor-
hood;--not ignorance of the greater laws which g vern human 
affairs, but they may be learned without a libra y of histor-
ians and commentators, by imaginative sense, by eeing better 
than by reading;--not ignorance of the infinitud s of human 
circumstance, but these may be perceived without the inter-
vention of universities;--not ignorance of one's self and of 
one's neighbor; ~ innocence or the sophisticat ons of 
learning, its research with love, its knowledge ithout in-
spiration, its method without grace; freedom fro , its shame 
at trying to know many things as well as from it pride of 
trying to know but one thing; ignorance of that aith in 
small confounding facts which is contempt for la ge reassur-
ing principles. ,J(l) This is the full sweep of t e Wilson 
style, precision, repetition, balance, and contr st. It is 
reminiscent of Burke in the long sweep of clause , each with 
its contrast, forming a negation which ends eli ctically in 
a clear definition. 
(1) "The Author Himself" in "Mere Literature", p. 34 
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D. Climax. Climax as such is once in a while to 
be noted as a Wilson characteristic, and when used it is 
extremely forceful. We have an example in the conclusion of 
the note to Germany, February 3, 1917: "We do not desire 
any hostile conflict with the Imperial German Government. 
we are the sincere friends of the German people and earnestly 
desire to remain at peace with the Government which speaks 
for them. We shall not believe that they are hostile to us 
unless and until we are obliged to believe it; and we purpose 
nothing more than the reasonable defense of the undoubted 
rights of our people. We wish to serve no selfish ends. We 
seek merely to stand true alike in thought and in action to 
the immemorial principles of our people which I sought to 
express in my address to the Senate only two weeks ago, --
seek merely to vindicate our rights to liberty and justice 
and an unmolested life. These are the bases of peace, not 
war. God grant we may not be challenged to defend them by 
acts of wilful injustice on the part of the Government o~ 
Germany ! 1' ( 1 ) 
III. PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE 
A. Transitional ease. We have already mentioned 
that Wilson himself believed that the transitions in his lit-
erary essays seemed to be managed so smoothly as to give the 
impression of painstaking care, although to him they seemed 
quite free and easy. we note the power in managing the tran-
sitions in the essay "Mere Literature." The connecting par-
ticles are: "and so, at any rate, an instructive differentia-
tion ensues, however, doubtless, of course, in this way, true, 
(1) Public Papers "The New Democracy", Vol. II, p. 426 
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this is." Thus we see that there is a great deal of variety 
in the Wilson vocabulary of connectives and this gives to 
the transitions more than ordinary ease. 
B. Clarity. JUst as precision was found to be a 
characteristic of Wilson's choice of words, so we notice that 
this characteristic is carried over into the paragraph, and 
there we find essential clarity. This is illustrated in the 
opening chapter of "Constitutional Government in the United 
states": "By a constitutional government we, of course, do 
not mean merely a government conducted according to the pro-
visions of a· definite constitution; for every modern govern-
ment with which our thoughts deal at all has a definite con-
stitution, written or unwritten, and we should not dream of 
speaking of all modern governments as "·constitutional." Not 
even when their constitutions are written with the utmost 
definiteness of formulation. The constitution or England, 
the most famous of constitutional governments and in a sense 
the mother or them all, is not written, and the constitution 
or Russia might be without changing the essential character 
of the czar's power. A constitutional government is one 
whose powers have been adapted to the interests of its people 
and to the maintenance of individual liberty. That, in brief, 
is the conception we constantly make use of, but seldom ana-
lyze, when we speak of constitutional governments.n(l) The 
clarity here comes from illustration and comparison followed 
by definition. It is in the true Wilson style. 
(1) "Constitutional Government in the United Statesn, p. 1-2 
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c. Amplification. There are times when a great 
deal can be said in a few words. Wilson has had that power 
as we have noted in his mastery of "the winged phrase." But 
there are other times when clearness comes only as the result 
of lengthy explanation and description. This is well exem-
plified in this passage from "Mere Literature": "You can 
neither tell the story nor conceive the law till you know how 
the men you speak of regarded themselves and one another; and 
I know of no way of learning this but by reading the stories 
they have told of themselves, the songs they have sung, the 
heroic adventures they have applauded. I must know what, if 
anything, they revered; I must hear their sneers and gibes; 
must learn in what accents they spoke love within the family 
circle; with what grace they obeyed their superiors in sta-
tion; how they conceived it politic to live, and wise to die; 
how they esteemed property, and what they deemed privilege; 
when they kept holiday, and why; when they were prone to re-
sist oppression, and wherefore, --I must see things with 
their eyes, before I can comprehend their law books. Their 
jural relationships are not independent of their way of 
living, and their way of thinking is the mirror of their way 
of living."(l) This shows the expanse of Wilson's mind in 
the fund of material at his command to develop his point. 
IV. LITERARY TRAITS 
A. Concreteness. An important characteristic of 
Wilson which brings much of his work up to the standards of 
literature is that of changing the abstract notions of 
(1) "Mere Literature"., p. 11-12 
government into living realities. In "The New Freedom" we 
read, "And so with the making of public opinion: Back in 
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the country, on the farms, in the shops, in the hamlets, in 
the homes of cities, in the schoolhouses, where men get to-
gether and are frank and true with another, there come down 
the streams which are to make the mighty force of the river, 
the river which is to drive all the enterprises of human life 
as it sweeps on into the great common sea of humanity.n(l) 
In Congressional Government we are told, "That is not a 
foreign but a familiar and domestic government whose officer 
is your next-door neighbor, whose representatives you deal 
with every day at the post office and the customhouse, whose 
courts sit in your own state, and send their own marshals 
into your own country to arrest your fellow-townsman, or to 
call you yourself by writ to their witness-stands."( 2 ) we 
read that "Very few of us taste the tariff in our sugar; and 
I suppose that even very thoughtful topers (before 1918) do 
not perceive the license-tax in their whiskey.n(3) This 
power . of concreteness is essential in the style of a true 
man of letters, and Wilson has it to a high degree. 
B. word-painting. In vivld imagery and descrip-
tion Wilson sometimes is remarkably clever. In "Constitu-
tional Government" we meet this passage: "We say of a boat 
skimming the water with light foot, •How free she runs, ' 
when we mean, how perfectly she is adjusted to the force of 
(1) "The New Freedom", p. 103 
(2) "Congressional· Government", · p. 26 
(3) Ibid., p. 133 
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the wind, how perfectly she obeys the great breath out of 
the heavens that fills her sails. Throw her head up into the 
wind and see how she will halt and stagger, how every sheet 
will shiver and her whole frame be shaken, how instantly she 
is "in irons" in the expressive phrase of the sea. She is 
free only when you have let her fall off again and get once 
more her nice adjustment to the forces she must obey and can-
not defy.n(l) This is well done, but the best example is 
the conclusion of "Princeton in the Nation's Service": "I 
have had sight of the perfect place of learning in my thought: 
a free place, and a various, where no man could be and not 
know with how great a destiny knowledge had come into the 
world--itself a little world; but not perplexed, living with 
a singleness of aim not known without; the home of sagacious 
men, hard-headed and with a will to know, debaters of the 
world's questions every day and used to the rough ways of 
democracy; and yet a place removed--calm Science seated there, 
recluse, ascetic, like a nun; not knowing that the world 
passes, not caring, if the truth but come in answer to her 
prayer; and Literature, walking within her open doors, in 
quiet chambers, with men of olden time, storied walls about 
her, and calm voices infinitely sweet; here "magic easements, 
opening on the foam of perilous seas, in fairy lands forlorn," 
to which you may withdraw and use your youth for pleasure; 
there windows open straight upon the street, where many stand 
and talk, intent upon the world of business. A place where 
ideals are kept in heart in an air· they can breathe; but no 
(1) "Constitutional Government in the United States", p. 5 
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fool's paradise. A place where to hear the truth about the 
past and hold debate about the affairs of the present, with 
knowledge and without passion; like the world in having all 
men's life at heart, a place for men and all that concerns 
them; but unlike the world in its self-possession, its 
thorough way of talk; its care to know more than the moment 
brings to light; slow to take excitement, its air pure and 
wholesome with a breath of faith; every eye within it bright 
in the clear day and quick to look toward heaven for the con-
firmation of its hope. Who shall show us the way to this 
place?"(l) It is no wonder as we realize from this conclusion 
that the speech made Wilson a nationally known educator. 
c. Illustration. Closely allied to skill in word-
painting is that in illustration. Wilson thus displays it 
in describing the House of Representatives "where broad 
aisles spread and stretch themselves; where ample, soft-
carpeted areas lie about the spacious desks of the Speaker 
and clerks; where deep galleries reach back from the outer 
limits of the wide passages which lie beyond 'the bar': an 
immense, capacious chamber, disposing its giant dimensions 
freely beneath the great level lacunar ceiling through whose 
glass panels the full light of day pours in. The moat vivid 
impression the visitor gets in looking over that vast hall 
is the impression of space. ,r( 2 ) And the reader gets this 
impression of space, too, because of the illustrative power 
of the description. 
(1) Public Papers, College and State, Vol. I, p. 284-5 
(2) "Congressional Government", p. 86-7 
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D. Figurative language. In the literary essays 
Wilson may show us his facility in the use of figurative 
speech. In "The Author Himself" we read, "It is your direct, 
unhesitating, intent, headlong man, who has his sources in 
the mountains, who digs deep channels for himself in the 
soil of his times and expands into the mighty river, to be-
come a landmark forever; and not your •broad• man, sprung 
from the schools, who spreads his shallow, extended waters 
over the wide surfaces of learning to leave rich deposits, 
it may be, for other men's crops to grow in, but to be him-
self dried up by a few score summer noons.n{l) A passage 
such as this makes us wish that Wilson had had the opportu-
nity later on to devote himself to the literary essay. 
E. Comparison. The entire book "Congressional 
Government" can be given as an example of Wilson's power of 
comparison for it compares and contrasts American irrespon-
sible committee government with British responsible cabinet 
government. This is also the case in Wilson's first pub-
lished paper, "Cabinet Government in the United States. 1' 
No single passage needs to be cited as these works in their 
entirety are splendid examples of comparison. 
F. Generali·zation. William Archer in "The Peace-
President" says, "A prominent characteristic of his manner--
not always a virtue, but seldom carried to such excess as to 
make it a vice--is the Emersonian habit of conveying thought · 
by means of what may be called a running fire of generaliza-
tions.11{2) The passage cited as example is from "The Author 
{1} "The Author Himself" in "Mere Literature", p. 36 
(2} Wm. Archer "The Peace President", p. 18 
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Himself": "Culture broadens and sweetens literature, but 
native sentiment and unmarred individuality create it. Not 
all of mental power lies in the processes of.thinking. There 
is power also in passion, in personality, in simple, native, 
uncritical conviction, in unschooled feeling. The power of 
science, of system, is executive, n·ot stimulative. I do not 
find that I derive inspiration, but only information, from 
the learned historians and analysts of liberty; but from the 
sonneteers, the poets,who, speak its spirit and its exalted 
purpose, who, reeking nothing of the historical method, ohey 
only the high method of their own hearts, --what may a man 
not gain of courage and confidence in the right way of poli-
tics?"(l) This is to most of us an interesting but unusual 
form of literary art. 
G. Use of quotations. One of the great objections 
to Wilson's style is his too frequent use of quotations es-
pecially from Mr. Bagehot. The fact is that the early 
writings are overloaded with the thoughts of Mr. Bagehot. 
But as Wilson matures he steers into his own channels. Then 
for a while Mr. Bagehot is incognito as "a very thoughtful 
Englishman, and a very witty one."( 2 ) However when the time 
comes for the great speeches and messages Wilson is no longer 
dependent on others. He thinks for himself and makes his 
thought supreme in power and force. It is, of course, to be 
noted that Wilson's early quotations are practically all 
from Burke and Bagehot. Wide reading and extensive knowledge 
(1) "The Author Himself'' in "Mere Literature", p. 35-36 
(2) "The New Freedom", p. 234 
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of English or continental literature is not shown. Even in 
his quotations the future s.tatesman must show his "single-
track mind." But at least we must pay homage to Bagehot, for 
he certainly made a tremendous impression upon the young 
Wilson. 
H. Use of anecdotes. The use of stories for illus-
tration was developed during Wilson's days as an educator 
and continued during his campaigning days. He frequently 
repeated, and his favorite story illustrated that when one 
says he is lost in the woods, he means really that everything 
else is lost, and he alone is in a definite spot. Any one 
who wishes to read some of the Wilson anecdotes which of 
course do not enter the great speeches may find them in the 
speeches in the last part of Volume II of ncollege and State." 
They are human and humorous, but no purpose would be served 
in quoting them. 
V. INTELLECTUAL TRAITS 
A. Mental superiority. Edwin Alderman, President 
of the University of Virginia, in his memorial address said 
of Wilson, "I should call his greatest mental gifts the 
power to look into the future, to assemble facts, to marshal 
his propositions in due order, to generalize fairly, and to 
state his interpretations with such terseness and soundness 
that they sank into minds that listened.n(l) These are all 
marks of mental superiority, and we realize also that the 
leader who endeavored to lead mankind to the millenium of 
"peace on earth, good will to men" must have been far above 
(1) I n "Modern Speeches11 (Lindgren) p. 97 
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the common level in intellectual acumen. 
B. Vision. In "Mere Literature" we are interested 
to read "It behooves all minor authors to realize the possi-
bility of their being discovered some day, and exposed to 
the general scrutiny. They ought to live as if conscious of 
the risk. They ought to purge their hearts of everything 
that is not genuine and capable of lasting the world a cen-
tury, at least, if need be."(l) We really believe t hat Wil-
son was practising his precepts, and visualizing the future. 
He seems to have that vision when he says, "I am disposed to 
think, however, that the decline in the character of the 
Presidents is not the cause, but only the accompanying mani-
festation, of the declining prestige of the presidential 
office. That high office has fallen from its first estate 
of dignity because its power has waned; and its power has 
waned because the power of Congress has become predominant. 
The early Presidents were, as I have said, men of such a 
stamp that they would under any circumstances have made 
their influence felt; but their opportunities were excep-
tional."(2} We wonder if this young man who told his friend 
in a college debating society that when he met him in the 
senate he would continue the discussion was here planning 
that if a great opportunity was presented to him, he would 
restore the prestige of the presidential office. 
c. Idealism. There are many examples of the fact 
that Wilson believed that principles were more important t han 
(1) "Mere Literaturen, p. 15-16 
(2) "Congressional Governmentn , p. 43 
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men, but the one which has impressed me most is, "The most 
patriotic man, ladies and gentlemen, is sometimes the man 
who goes in the direction that he thinks right even. when he 
sees half the world against him. It is the dictate of 
patriotism to sacrifice yourself if you think that t hat is 
the path of honor and of duty. Do not blame others if they 
do not agree with you. Do not die with bitterness in your 
heart because you did not convince the rest of the world, 
but d.ie happy because you believe that you tried to serve 
your country by not selling your soul."(l) This is a splen-
did conception, and we only wonder if Wilson carried it 
through to the end. 
D. Shrewdness in estimating~· Wilson's power 
of evaluating men, of seeing deeply into their virtues and 
defects was well illustrated in his early papers on Bismarck, 
Chatham, Bright, Gladstone, and Cleveland. It was later 
shown in his treatment of Lee. Perhaps he was more success-
ful in dealing with the men of the past than with those of 
his own time. However much we may lament the many broken 
fri~ndships of his educational and political life, his in-
ability to tolerate any on a plane of equality, and his 
incapacity of understanding minds less powerful than his 
own, we must yet remember that in his literary efforts he 
showed great power in penetrating into the human m~nd. 
E. Faith in himself. Wilson did, as we know, feel 
himself a man of destiny. Perhaps he may be called an ego-
tist. I wonder what the reader's judgment is of this 
(1) From "Be worthy of the Men of 1776" in Public Papers, 
The New Freedom, Vol. I, p. 145 
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response to King George. "Your Majesty: I am deeply com-
plimented by the gracious words which you have uttered. The 
welcome which you have given me and Mrs. Wilson has been so 
warm, so natural, so evidently from the heart that we have 
been more than pleased; we have been touched by it, and I 
believe that I correctly interpret that welcome as embodying 
not only your own generous spirit towards us personally, but 
also as expressing for yourself and the great nation over 
which you preside the same feeling for my people, for the 
people of the United States. For you and I, sir--I temporarily 
--embody the spirit of two great nations; and whatever strength 
I have, and whatever authority, I possess only so long and so 
far as I express the spirit and purpose of the American 
people.tt{l) The perpendicular pronoun certainly gets a great 
deal of use here, but we must be tolerant. A man of destiny 
must have confidence in himself, otherwise he cannot lead 
others toward his vision. 
F. Faith in the common people. Most of us can 
recall that the election of 1920 was to be a solemn referen-
dum on the League of Nations. It was Wilson's appeal to the 
people whom he trusted. He says, "This is the most momentous 
issue that has ever been presented to the people of the United 
states, and I do not doubt that the hope of the whole world 
will be verified by an absolute assertion by the voters of 
the country of the determination of the United states to live 
up to all the great expectations which they created by en-
tering the war and enabling the other great nations of the 
(1) At Buckingham Palace, Dec. 27, 1918 in ''Public Papers1' 
war and Peace, Vol. I, p. 337 
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world to bring it to a victorious conclusion, to the confusion 
of Prussianism and everything that arises out of Prussianism. 
surely we shall not fail to keep the promise sealed in the 
death and sacrifice of our incomparable soldiers, sailors, 
and marines who await our verdict beneath the sod of France."(l) 
Even though his people failed him, Wilson had faith in them 
to the end or his life. 
G. Faith in God and revealed religion. Wilson 
showed the Lincoln type of religious faith in the conclusion 
of his first inaugural address when he said, "I summon all 
honest men, all patriotic, all forward-looking men, to my 
side. God helping me, I will not fail them, if they will 
but counsel and sustain me."( 2 ) He mentions his thought 
definitely in a reply to a committee of the National Council 
of Evangelical Free Churches in London. He says, "You are 
quite right, sir, in saying that I do recogni~e the sanctions 
of religion in these times of perplexity with matters so 
large to settle that no man can feel that his mind can com-
pass them. I think one would go crazy if he did not believe 
in Providence. It would be a maze without a clue. Unless 
there were some supreme guidance we would despair of the 
results of human counsel.'r( 3 ) We should hardly expect less 
of this son of the Covenanters. 
This chapter needs no summary. It has been in itself a 
summary. It has analyzed Wilson's style and shown his power 
and his weakness. It has been somewhat in textbook style, 
(1) Public Papers, "War and Peace", Vol. II, p. 504-5 
(2) Public Papers, "The New Democracy" , Vol. I, p. 6 
(3) Public Papers, "War and Peac&", Vol. I, p. 339 
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but I considered that method of treatment best for my pur-
poses. 
given. 
In most cases only one illustration of a point was 
The exigencies of space and time demand that brevity. 
so now we are ready to present our final evaluation of 
woodrow Wilson's literary work. 
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WILSON'S PLACE IN AMERICAN LETTERS 
our last consideration of woodrow Wilson as a man of 
letters is naturally of the place that he occupies in Ameri-
can literature. Perhaps it may be objected immediately that 
in the field of letters he is practically unknown. Our an-
swer is that if that is the case, then there is singular 
ignorance of the qualifications of a great writer and speaker. 
It is quite evident that Wilson is not to be remembered 
as a great litterateur. He has not entered the fields of 
pure literature in poetry and prose fiction. His appeal is 
limited. Only a few will know him, but they will admire him 
and honor him. 
As an orator Wilson will always stand as the representa-
tive of the second decade of the twentieth century. There 
he has no rival. No other man had the political power which 
he had. No other statesman had the great and sublime thoughts 
that he had to express. No other speaker had the polish and 
the graces of diction which come from painstaking care with 
great natural ability. Wilson's appeal here will be like 
Burke's. He is talking to future generations. They will 
read and study his educational and political speeches and 
look upon them as models of their kind. And then the rea1 
student seeking to know more about this great educator and 
s tatesman will turn to other works of Wilson, and he will 
find one of the treasure-houses of thought and expression. 
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I believe that the war addresses and the Princeton speeches 
are the introduction to Wilson. They will live, and they 
will bring fame to works which otherwise might pass urinoted. 
we may declare as does Bliss Perry in his monograph "woodrow 
wilson", "It may now be said without any imputation of parti-
sanship that Wilson's greatest messages and speeches challenge 
in range of thought and beauty of expression the noble~t· 
utterances in the political history of our race.n(l) 
Wilson's most important influence outside of the presi-
dential messages and speeches is in his criticism of govern-
ment. Certain of his criticisms of statesmen may, of course, 
win an important place in our literat ure, but I claim no high 
place for them. I do think that Wilson's first book, "Con-
gressional Government", the precocious work of a young man 
of twenty-eight is destined to endure in American literature 
as Burke's and Bagehot•s works have endured in English liter-
ature. It is tremendously interesting in its creation by a 
youth, it is unique in its criticism of government in opera-
tion, not in theory, and it is so well written that one 
critic mentions that it reminds him of Stevenson and Hazlitt. 
"Congressional Government" should live. 
As an historian, Wilson is not very successful. "Divi-
sion and Reunion" is extremely important as history, but not 
as literature. "George washington" is interesting, but not 
important. Bliss Perry says of the "History of the American 
people", "It is full of admirable characterizations, of 
(1) Quoted in Baker's "Life and Letters of woodrow Wilsonn 
Vol. II, p. 116 
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skillful summary of events, and it ha s given pleasure to 
multitudes of readers. But the profe ssional historians, who 
are possibly too much inclined to insist on the closed shop 
and to resent the intrusion of men of letters into their fac-
. tory, seem to think that the "History of the American People" 
is somehow not a "contribution."(!) If the historians do not 
consider the work great history, we cannot add any outstanding 
merits of literary style to make it a contribution to litera-
ture. 
As an essayist Wilson should have a distinct place. The 
volume "Mere Literature" is among the finest specimens of its 
type. we note with pleasure that Professor Charles swain 
Thomas in his collection, "Story, Essay, and Verse 11 ( 2 } uses 
"The Author Himselftr as one of the specimens of the formal 
essay. We must add to this group of essays the two slender 
volumes, "On Being Human'1 , and "When a Man Comes to Himself." 
These three books constitute Woodrow Wilson's contribution 
to the field of pure literature. Had not administrative work 
called him from his previous work and deprived him of his 
hours of leisure, he might have done more. But the war 
President can be proud of this contribution. It is real 
literature, and justifies any treatment of Wilson as a 
litterateur. 
As my conclusion to this expansive treatment of Wilson 
as a man of letters let me quote a distinguished British 
critic in his estimate of Wilson: 
(1) Bliss Perry "Wilson as a Man of Letters", Century 85 
(March, 1913}, p. 755 
(2) Charles Swain Thomas "Story, Essay, and Verse", p. 187-200 
Boston: Little Brown and Company 1921 
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"Whatever else he (Wilson) may be, he is a man of 
letters to the finger-tips---a man steeped in literary tradi-
tions and pO$sessed of fine literary gifts. He can make 
political science readable to the layman (no small achieve-
ment, by the way), and he can make h i story fascinating 
without imparting to it the cheap overcoloring of fiction 
or the hectic fervor of partisanship . This aspect of his 
genius is not sufficiently recognized either here or in his 
own country. His administrative achi evements, both in 
education and politics, and his fame as a statesman, have 
eclipsed his repute as an author. But there can be little 
doubt that if he had not abandoned the contemplative for the 
active life, he would have taken a hi gh place among contem-
porary writers of the English language; and even as it is, 
it ought not to be forgotten that thi s great President is 
at the same time an accomplished and attractive man of 
letters."(l) 
In that niche where rest those who have written easily 
and forcefully of their fellow-men and of the government 
which directs them woodrow Wilson is to be found. He is a 
force in American literature. We are proud to hail our war 
President as a true American man of letters ! 
(1} "Great American Litterateur prai sed by a Brit:l,~b Critic" 
current Opinion 64 {May, 1918) p . 349. · ( opin ·- ·;·at,.. · .. , 
William Archer Brooks, author of "The Peace Presiderit·; u:) 
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1885 Congressional Government: A Study in American Politics 
Boston; Houghton, Mifflin and Co. 333 pages 
15th editi.on, 1925 
1889 The State: Elements of Historical and Practical Politics 
Boston: D. c. Heath and Co. 692 pages 
Revised 1898 
Revised by c. H. Mcilwain 1910 
German edition 1913 
complete revision by Edward Elliot 1918 - 554 pages 
1893 Division and Reunion (1829-1889) 
1893 
1896 
N. Y. : Longmans, Green and Co. · 
36 impressions up to 1925 
New edition with new references 1926 - 336 pages 
An Old Master and Other Politi cal Essays 
N.Y.: Charles Scribner ' s sons 154 pages 
Mere Literature and Other Essays 
Boston: Houghton, Miffli n and Co. 247 pages 
{5 reprints, the last in 1912) 
1897 George washington (reprinted f rom Harper's magazine) 
N. Y.: Harper and Brothers 314 pages 
{Popular edition 1900) 
1902 A History of the American People (5 vol.) 
N. Y. : Harper and Brothers 
Vol. I The swarming of t he English. Vol. II 
Colonies and Nation. Vol . III The Founding of 
the Government. Vol. IV Critical changes and 
Civil war. Vol V Reunion and Nationalization. 
1908 The Free Life (Baccalaureate address of June 9, 1907) 
N. Y.: T. Y. Crowell and Company 2'7 pages 
1908 Constitutional Government in t he United States 
N.Y.: Columbia Univers i ty Press 222 pages 
1913 The New Freedom (campaign speeches compile'd ·by W .B. Hale) 
Garden City, N.Y.: Doubl eday, Page and Co. 
294 pages 
... . . · -· .,... 
.-,. .: I" • • . 
1915 When a Man Comes to Himself 
N. Y. : Harper and Brothers 37 pages 
1916 On Being Hwnan 
N.Y.: Harper and Brothers 54 pages 
1925 The ~ublic Papers of woodrow Wilson 2 vol. 
College and State 
N.Y.: Harper and Brothers 
(edited by R. s. Baker and w. E. Dodd) 
1926 Public Papers of woodrow Wilson 2 vol. 
The New Democracy 
N. Y. : Harper and Brothers 
1927 Public Papers of Woodrow Wilson 2 vol. 
~war and Peace 
N. Y.: Harper and Brothers 
; -.. ~ .. 
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White, Wm. Allen, "Woodrow Wilson, the Man, His Times 
and His Task 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin co., 1924 
WORKS: 
"Selected Literary and Political Papers and Addresses 
of woodrow Wilson. (3 vol.) 
N.Y.: Gres sett and Dunlap, 1927 
Vol. III cont ains "An Old Master, 
(the complete book), "Mere Literature" 
(the complete book), and "When a 
Man Comes to Himself". 
"Congressional Government" 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin Co., 1885 
"Division and Reunion" 
N.Y.: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1893 
"on Being Human" 
N.Y.: Harper and Brothers, 1916 
.. ~ .... . . 
The books consulted: 
Alderman, E. A. 
Annin, Robert Edward 
Archer, William 
Baker, Ray Stamard 
Bradford, Gamaliel 
Cook, Sherwin L. 
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